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ALF-HEARTED effort will not.count for much in 

any line of endeavor. The practice of thought- 

fully reading every advertisement is the way to reap 

the richest returns from The Suuday School Times’ 
advertising pages. 














In His Service 
é By E. W. C. 


- LONGED the world to compass 
And many souls to save, 
To tell the glorious Gospel 
Across thé ocean’s wave. 


To sing aloud His praises, = 
Proclaim the Saviour’s love— 

His death and resurrection ; 
Preach the atoning blood. 


I thought it would be sweet to bring 
To Christ a worthy offering. 


A humble place He gave me 

And tasks some might call mean, 
Yetin His choice and purpose 

Is infinite wisdom seen. 


‘I still may sigg His praises, 
His wondrous love declare, 
Be filled with His blest Spirit 

And faithful witness bear. 


God grant.that I in lowly place 
May show the beauty of His grace. 








“Not Afraid of the Truth” 


What does it mean when a man says he is “not 
afraid of the truth”? Strange as it may seem, that 
apparently courageous statement usually means just 
one thing —that the speaker is afraid of the truth. 


The saying is a popular one among those who discredit. - 


the Bible. It is heard in college classrooms, in un- 
sound theological seminaries, in popular magazines and 
books purporting to set forth the “assured results” of 
science and scholarship. What is meant -by it is this: 
that even if the truth conflicts with the. Bible, we must 
not be afraid of the truth, but follow it wherever it 
leads; and if it differs with the Bible, so ch the 
worse for that Book. But what are these lusions 
to which this courageous “truth” and .the fearless 
“truth seekers” lead? They are, that sin is not the 
terrible thing the Bible says it is; that man was not 
created sinless and in the image of God, and fell in 
sin, wrecking the whole human race, but came up 
gradually by evolution from a lower form of life and 
is getting better and better all the time; that the sub- 
stitutionary blood atonement made by Christ on the 


cross for the sins of all men is only a theory, unneces-. 


sary in the light ofthe “truth”; that man therefore 


does not need a Saviour; that the many and plain 
statements in the Bible about the downward course of 
man and civilization, and the wreck that humanity is 
making of itself and the world, with the necessity for 
Christ’s personal return to save the world and estab- 
lish righteousness, —all this is contradicted by mod- 
ern discoveries in “truth.” The “Farm Mother”: has 
written a letter on this subject to her son at college, 
which is published in this issue of The Sunday School 
Times. She tells of hearing one of her college pro- 
fessors, twenty years ago, use the popular expression, 
and she says, “In those days it savored to me of splen- 
did daring and heroic courage.” She goes on to show 
what she has learned about it since. Her letter is 
valuable. It has always been popular to deny un- 
pleasant facts; but denying them does not alter them. 
And ho one can intelligently understand and believe 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus-Christ until he believes 
certain truth that God has revealed in his Word, and 
accepts the Lord’s solemn injunction: “Rather fear 
_ Which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
ell. ' 


=< 


Satan at Church 


We-should naturally expect to find an angel of 
light at church. Therefore we may confidently look 
for Satan there, “for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light”. (2 Cor. 11:14). But why 
should our great Adversary be in church? Some one 
has well said, “When Satan goes to church, he goes 
to prey.” So it is not to be wondered at if, when God’s 
people are in church, they find themselves tempted, 
their minds wandering in this direction or that, almost 
anywhere except in the direction of Him whom they 
have come to worship. Satan preys upon the saints 
by turning their minds away from the Lord. This 
“preying” may be done by causing us to plan all sorts 
of Christian service while we are in church, —a thing 
good in itself, but not the purpose of going to church. 
Or he may prey upon us by filling our- minds with’ 
secular interests, or even with unworthy, critical, or 


The Mother 


“I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and 
there is none like me” (Isa. 46:9). “I will not give my 
glory unto another” (Isa. 48:11). 


PART of the apostasy of a large branch of 

the professedly Christian Church has been the 

A ascribing to Mary, the mother of our Lord, of 

attributes denied her by divine revelation; leading up 

at last, by slow degrees, to her elevation as mediatrix 

between God and man, in defiance of the dictum, 

“There is . . . one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). 

Mary was uniquely favored of God. She was thus 
rendered “blessed,” to be so called of all generations; 
but of her true status we are not left in ignorance by 
the Word of God. body “was prepared” in the 
womb of Mary for the great mystery of the incarna- 
tion. But how about Mary herself, the one “of whom 
was born Jesus, who is called Christ’? 

She was, first of-all, of the line royal, David’s line, 
tracing her _ descent ‘from David as did Joseph her 

usband. Thus-in -this: family of two, Joseph and 
Mary, reposed the full.and unique rights to the throne 
of David.. ee ae z : 

Second, Mary. was of spotless character, a virgin 
(Luke 1:27), whose-noble integrity of soul could 
bear the awful -scrutiny of a holy God, for the angel 
could thus address ‘her, “Thou hast found favour 
with God”. (Luke 1:30). , 

Third, she was of a humble and docile obedience, 
accepting quietly her great commission, although she 
must have known full well the stigma that might ac- 
company it. This humility is again disclosed in her 
great song, the “Magnificat” (Luke 1: 46-55). Her. 
first words are to “magnify the Lord.” She speaks 
also of “the low estate of his handmaiden,” and of 
“God my Saviour.” 

Thus we see that, so far as a member of fallen 


sinful thoughts. Attendance at church can be one of 
our opportunities of greatest blessing; and whenever 
we are: in such an opportunity we may be sure tliat 
Satan will try to defeat the blessing that God would 
give us. But if, while Satan preys, we pray, and take 
“the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the evil one” (Eph. 6: 
16), and use also against him “the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God,” we shall find that we can 
“resist the devil, and he will flee” (Jas. 4:7). 


a 
When We Present Our Bodies 


God can work the miracle of miracles in any hu- 
man body that is given without reservation to him. 
Perhaps there is a precious lesson for all children of 
God in the experience of Mary and the virgin birth 
of Christ. She was called of God to a privilege and 
stewardship unique in the human race. When Gabriel 
had told her of God’s purpose for her life, and that 
the Holy Ghost should come upon her and she should 
give birth to the Son of God, Mary answered in full 
surrender: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word.” And Christ was 
formed in- her. When God says to all believérs 
through the inspired apostle, “I beseech you. . . that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,” he is offer- 
ing to bring to pass, in all who respond as Mary did, 
a spiritual miracle like unto the physical miracle of 
the virgin birth. Paul writes to the Galatian Chris- 
tians who by false teaching had been holding back 
from full surrender to God, “My little children, ‘of 
whom -I- travail in birth again until Christ be formed 
in you” (Gal. 4:19). If we have been holding back in 
any way from the fullest yielding of ourselves unto 
God, the presenting of our bodies to him in complete 
surrender, let us make Mary’s answer our own: “Be 
it unto me according to thy word.” It will be a glad 
Christmas season for all who do this; as God on that 
first Christmas night gave his only begotten Son to 
the world, so he asks us, because of his unspeakable 
gift, to give ourselves back to him. ‘ 


of Our Lord 


humanity could be qualified for so great an honor, 
Mary was qualified. 

What lay in the intervening years between the birth 
of Christ, so graphically chronicled in the opening 
chapters of Matthew and of Luke, and his appearance 
at the Jordan to begin his ministry thirty years later? 
Some say, “Nothing but hidden years of toil in the 
carpenter shop of his foster father.” “All we have 
as sure record,” they say, “is the brief account of his 
visit to the Temple, when he disputed with the doc- 
tors.” 

But there is a. prophetic Psalm, .the sixty-ninth, 
which can throw much light on these silent years, 
and also give us saddening information as to our 
Lord’s family surroundings. 

After the birth of Christ, Mary and Joseph be- 
came the parents of a considerable family of chil- 
dren, both boys and girls (Matt. 13:55, 56), and, as 
the miracle of Christ’s birth faded into the back- 
ground of past happenings he, subject unto his parents 
(Luke 2:51), must have been considered by all the 
family as on the same plane as themselves. But he 
was different; he was God, tabernacling in human 
flesh, and because of this there arose difficulty and 
persecution, The carnal always hates and misunder- 
stands the spiritual, and ridicules and wars against it. 
The antagonism is absolute and unending. Let us 
remember that Mary was woman, not God, and as 
yet carnal, for she and her children had not passed 
through Pentecost, as they did later on (Acts 1:14). 


_ Therefore, not being filled with the Spirit of God, 


she could not yet possibly understand or appreciate 
the Son of God, no matter how strong for her son 
Jesus may have been her personal affection, or how 
compelling her memories of miraculous occurrences. 

Already, in the account of Christ’s delay at ‘the 
Temple, we find her addressing him simply as she 
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would one of her other children, of whom_ Joseph 
was the father (Luke 2:48); and already Christ is 
compelled to rebuke her and to remind her that he, 
Son of God, must not be hindered in carrying out his 
divine ministry. : 

The Sixty-ninth Psalm is wonderfully authenticated 
as applying to our Lord, when in John 2: 17 it is said, 
“And his disciples remembered that it was written, 
The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” But the 
preceding verse in that Psalm, of which the quoted 
verse is but the sequel, reads: “I am become a stranger 
unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s 
children.” The words, “my mother’s children,” clearly 
disprove the assertion of the Roman Church that Mary 
was “ever virgin,” giving birth to no other children 
after Jesus. And in this verse we begin to get glimpses 
of what our Lord actually suffered throughout his 
misunderstood youth and young manhood. ‘ 

From his birth, as was inevitable, his one passion 
was for God his heavenly Father; as he grew, he 
“waxed strong: in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the 
grace of God was upon him.” Also he “increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.” 

In the Sixty-ninth Psalm, while David records his 
own agony of spirit and sorrow for his sin, the recital 
js soon merged into prophecy, and from verse 6 to 
the end of the chapter there passes before us all the 
suffering history of the Son of God, our Saviour. 
Verses 6-13 seem to give us a résumé of his suffer- 
ings at home in Nazareth, as the remainder of the 
chapter gives us the picture of the deepest agonies of 
the cross. . 

How cruel children are to those who differ from 
them in any respect! A glance back over our own 
childish past will remind us of this. So Christ, de- 
voted to God from his infancy, cries out: “For thy 
sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my 
face. I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and 
an alien unto my mother’s children .. . When I wept, 
and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to my 
reproach. I made sackcloth also my garment; and 
I became a proverb to them. They that sit in the 
gate speak against me; and I was the song of the 
drunkards” (Psa. 69: 7, 8, 10-12). 

Then came the hour when this holy child, now a 
man, still misunderstood and despised by his own, went 
out into his brief life’s ministry. Again at the outset 
his mother sought to direct his course (John 2:3), 
and again he must correct her (v. 4). Yet again, 
this time publicly, he had to administer a rebuke to 
the entire family, who, apparently believing him be- 
side himself, came seeking to detach him from his 
ministry and lead him back to Nazareth (Mark 3: 
31-35). “There came then his brethren and_his 
mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling 
him. And the multitude sat about him, and they said 
unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren with- 
out seek for thee. And he answered them, saying, 
Who is my mother, or my brethren? And he looked 
round about on them which sat about him, and said, 
Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever 
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shall do. the will of God, the same is my brother, and 
my sister, and mother.” (See also Matt. 12: 46-50; 
Luke 8: 19-21.) 

In John 7 we see Christ’s brethren openly taunting 
him on the subject of his miracle-working. ‘For 
neither did his brethren believe in him.” And in 
Mark 3 we see his friends (kinsmen, marginal read- 
ing) seeking to restrain him by force. ‘They went 
out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside 
himself.” 

Perhaps the _most irrefutable argument against 
Mariolatry (the worship of Mary) was offered by 
our Lord, when in a moment of emotional stress a 
woman suddenly called out from his audience: 
“Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps 
which thou hast sucked.” ‘Here was a direct invita- 
tion to give adulation and worship to Mary herself, 
because she was the mother of this wonder-working 
man; and it was a challenge to her divine Son. How 
did he meet it? Surely now was the time for him 
to have acknowledged her claims, had she possessed 
any. But in two words he dismissed forever any such 
claims. “Yea rather,’ he said, “blessed are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it.” 

She and his brethren after the flesh were just sin- 
ful mortals like the rest of us, who needed his cleans- 
ing blood and his infilling Spirit to make them meet 
for his communion and service. 

How beautiful it is, on the other hand, to read that 
record of our Lord’s filial solicitude for Mary dur- 
ing the hours of his agony on the cross. To the one 
of his disciples whose character was most tender and 
loving and gentle he commits his sorrowing, ageing 
mother; a wonderful God is our Lord Jesus, thus in 
the midst of the accomplishment of the mighty work 
of atonement to remember and provide for his parent 
after the flesh. 

Then it is touchingly beautiful, as we look beyond 
Calvary to the day of Pentecost, to see in that upper 
room, gathered together with the eleven apostles but 
mentioned separately, “Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
. . . his brethren” (Acts 1:14). Now there is no 
standing upon the merit of their human relationship, 
but humbly, trustfully, waiting with the others, “with 
one accord in prayer and supplication” until the prom- 
ised Comforter was given. 

Finally, in after years we see the erstwhile persecut- 
ing brethren of our Lord become leaders of the Early 
Church, and martyrs for “the ineffable Name,” and 
we can well imagine that Mary herself, now filled 
with his blessed Spirit, would witness to her Son’s 
miraculous birth, his matchless youth, his manhood’s 
glorious ministry, both to those who should chronicle 
these facts and to all who would hear, until, her life- 
time spent, she triumphantly departed to her glorious 
reward. How much worthier this, than to be the re- 
cipient of fraudulent and fabulous honors paid to her 
name by an apostate church! Those who do this would 
rob the Lord Jesus of his unique honor and glory, for- 
getting God’s word, “I will not give my glory unto 
another.” 





Fellowship in a Ministerial Association 


In our city we have a Ministerial Association, 
Baptist, Congregational, Episcopal, Methodist, Uni- 
tarian, and Universalist ministers being members. I 
have been asked to join the associction. I dislike 
to appear lacking in friendliness, and on the other 
hand I wish to be true to my Lord. I am also asked 
to attend receptions of ministers who deny what I 
consider fundamental doctrines. Kindly give me 
your advice.—A Massachusetts minister. 


Friendliness and genuine Christian love toward an 
individual, whether he is sound or unsound in the faith, 
or a Buddhist or a confessed atheist, is the privilege 
and duty of all true Christians. But membership or 
fellowship in a professedly Christiarr group that in- 
cludes professing Christians who deny the claims of 
Christ and the authority of the Scriptures is forbid- 
den to God’s people by his Word. The beloved apos- 
tle, who wrote by inspiration on the duty and priv- 
ilege of Christian love in a way that lays upon every 
believer such requirements of love as only God tan 
enable us to meet (1 John 4), wrote also this plain 
and uncompromising command from the Holy Spirit: 


Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth 
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and 
the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither 
bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds (2 John 9-11). 


To join a ministerial association that includes ‘in 
its membership Unitarians, who deny the unique and 
eternal Deity of Christ, is to ignore and disobey this 
injunction of the Scriptures. To have organized or 
official fellowship in any group, or in a formal recep- 
tion of professing Christians, whether ministers or 





laymen, who deny “the doctrine of Christ” with all 
that this includes, is to bid such persons Godspeed, 
which God’s Word forbids us to do. There can be no 
gain, but only loss, in showing a “friendliness” toward 
men which means disloyalty to our Lord. Our truest 
friendliness toward those who have turned aside from 
truth and blessing is to show forth real love for them, 
and seek to bring them into the truth, in ways that 
shall not condone their error or weaken our witness 
to our Lord. 


=< 
Will Christians Wear Crowns ? 


Does the Bible tell us that we shall wear a crown, 
or is our Lord the only one that will wear a crown? 
—A puzzled reader. 


Some Christians will wear crowns, not all Chris- 
tians. It is a sad fact, plainly disclosed in the Scrip- 
tures, that there will be in the presence of the Lord, 
born again by faith and saved for all eternity, Chris- 
tians without crowns, while others will have eternal 
crowns. 

The crowning of Christians was made possible when 
the Lord Jesus Christ accepted his crown — of thorns. 
“The soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it 
on his head, .. . Then came Jesus forth, wearing the 
crown of thorns, ... And Pilate saith unto them, Be- 
hold the man!” (John 19:2, 5.) And so “we see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory. and 
honor” (Heb. 2:9). When “this same Jesus” comes 
again to this earth as King of kings, all eyes will see 
“one like unto the Son of man, having on his head 
a golden crown” (Rev. 14:14). As he comes to de- 
stroy the enemies of his people, at Armageddon, “his 


DECEMBER 24, 1927 


eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head- were 
many. crowns” (Rey. 19: 12). : 

There are crowns for believers who are willing to 
walk as their Lord walked when he was crowned with 
thorns,—and only for those who thus follow him. 
This is a Scriptural truth that has been sadly ovér- 
looked by the Church of Christ. The difference be- 
tween salvation and: rewards is. sounded out so clearly 
and so continually in the New Testament that it seems 
strange that God’s people could have missed it as 
they have. We are saved by faith alone, apart from 
any good works that we can do. We are crowned 
—if crowned at all—wholly because of our good 
works done ;fter and because we are saved. Crowns 
are the reward of the good works and right living 
of believers. 

Thus Paul writes, in his tremendous exhortation to 
Christians to win their crowns at any cost: 


Know ye not that they which run in a race run 
all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye 
may obtain. And every man that striveth for the 
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it 
to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not 
as one that beateth the air: but I keep under my 

y, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway (1 Cor. 9: 24-27). 


“Castaway” here does not mean lost, or unsaved, 
but “disapproved,” — that is, a failure in the race even 
though saved. At the end of his life, when Paul could 
say by inspiration, “I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand,” he was 
also directed by the Holy Spirit to write: “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give to me at that day: and not 


to me only, but unto all them also that love his ap- - 


pearing” (2 Tim. 4:6-8). 

James shows by inspiration that it is not merely 
the saved, but the saved who successfully endure 
temptation, who will be crowned. “Blessed is the man 
that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him” (Jas. 1:12). 

Pastors, or under-shepherds who are faithful to the 
chief Shepherd in their ministry, are promised a spe- 
cial crown by inspired Peter, who had obeyed the 
risen Lord’s commission and command to “Feed my 
sheep.” So Peter writes to “the elders which are 
among you”: “Feed the flock of God which is among 
you, ... being ensamples to the flock. And when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away” (1 Pet. 5: 1-4). 

In the risen and glorified Lord’s last revelation to 
the Church and the world he promises. a crown of 
life to those who are faithful unto death; and, to 
every one who holds fast that which he has, “thy 
crown” (Rev. 2:10; 3:11). 

In his magazine The Dawn (November 14, 1925) 

M. Panton quoted Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman on 
this searching subject of the Christian’s rewards and 
crowns. Mr. Panton writes: “Deeply and tragically 
has the Church missed the truth of reward, one of 
the sharpest spurs to action and sacrifice God ever 
made.” Then from the American evangelist and soul- 
winner he quotes: 


Some little time ago I was turning over the pages 
of the New Testament, and, looking up this subject 
of the Christian’s rewards, I was perfectly amazed 
to see how many times the subject was mentioned. I 
was especially attracted to the verses which had the 
word “crown” in them, and I found that one crown 
mentioned was the “crown of life’; another, the 
“crown that is incorruptible’; another, the “erown 
of righteousness”; another, the “crown of glory”; 
another, the “crown of rejoicing.” I thought it was 
just a different way of mentioning the same thing, 
the idea being power, reward, glory; but when I be- 
gan studying the Scriptures I found that that was 
not true. If the “crown of life’ was mentioned, it 
meant one form of reward, the “crown incorruptible” 
another form, and the “crown of rejoicing” still 
another. 


Mr. Panton continues: “Rewards are as infinitely 
varied as the services which, by the love of God, they 
crown; and our Lord himself returns crowned with 
many crowns —the diademed tiara of the perfect ap- 
proval of God.” 

In an earlier issue of The Dawn (April 15, 1924) 
Mr. Panton published a remarkable study of this sub- 
ject, entitled “The Race and the Crown.” It is such 
a needed message to Christians today, and so seldom 
heard, that The Sunday School Times will publish 
the article as its leading editorial in next week’s issue. 

Are we running any risk lest our works, when-tried 
by fire in the presence of the Lord, shall be proved 
to be not “gold, silver, precious stones,” but “wood, 
hay, stubble”? Concerning such uncrowned Christians 
we read: “If any man’s work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet 
so as by fire” (1 Cor. 3: 12-15). Every crown prom- 
ised to the Christian is conditional; and the secret of 
all the conditions is abiding in Christ. “And now, 
little children, abide in him; that, when he shall ap- 
pear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming” ‘(1 John 2: 28). 
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Thomas E. Stephens’ Life and Service 


Memories of the ministry of one of God’s chosen intercessors 





By Etta M. M. Stephens 














“Better death, when work is done, 
“Than earth’s most favored birth; 

Better a child in God’s great house 
Than king of all the earth.” 


Absent from the body ... present with the Lord 
(2 Cor. 5:8). 

To. be with Christ; which ts far better (Phil. 
1:23). 


-T THE request of Mr. Trumbull, I am writing 
A for The Sunday School Times family this per- 
sonal sketch of his faithful, loving friend and 
my dearly beloved husband, Thomas E. Stephens, 
who, on Monday, August 29 of this year, went 
to be with Christ. Mr. Stephens was the writer of 
the Family Worship column in the Times, and was 
known as the Director of the Great Commission 
Prayer League. 

While thinking of what I would say first, I turned 
to the Famiiy Worship column which he had written. 
As I scanned the title, —the title with which the 
Times readers have been familiar for years,—I was 
reminded, “In the beginning God.” And so I pray: 

That God may grant not only a hundredfold con- 
tinued increase upon the seed of his Word so prayer- 
fully and patiently sown by Mr. Stephens, but also that 
God, in accordance with his will, may as richly bless 
the Editor and his staff, and the ministry of Dr. 
Howard A. Banks, the one who has so kindly and 
promptly stepped in to fill up the ranks. 

__I pray also for every contributor, at home and 
abroad, that God may “make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will, working in you that which is 
wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory for ever and ever” (Heb. 13:21). 

And for the great family of readers, I pray that 
God “would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man” (Eph. 3:16): “Till we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4: 13). 
His Early Days 

Thomas Edward Stephens was born near Valparaiso, 
Indiana, March 25, 1866. The first-born of Thomas 
White Stephens and Mary Tyler Stephens, — both 
God-fearing, deeply spiritual, and of unusual natural 
endowment. - He- was carefully brought up “in the 

—nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Before he was 
two years old, his: parents moved to Kansas, and set- 
tled in the country not far from Topeka. There he, 
a fun-loving but industrious boy, grew to early man- 
hood, and was ever a loyal comrade and play-com- 
panion of his five brothers and two sisters. 

His education, so well begun in the home, was fur- 
thered by regular attendance at the country school 
not far distant; also, at the Sunday-school, the preach- 
ing services, and the yearly revival services held there 
in those early pioneer days. He experienced conversion, 
and learned to pray. “God seemed so real to me in 
those early days.” 

He wished to go to college. So to help defray 

_ his expenses there, he taught school several terms. 

As a teacher he was very successful. In one in- 
stance, because he prayed for divine help, he suc- 
ceeded when an experienced teacher had signally failed. 
Nevertheless, he gladly exchanged his pedagogical ex- 
periences in the district school for those so much more 
congenial to his tastes and inclinations at Baker Uni- 
versity, Baldwin, Kansas. He delighted in study, in 
reflection, and in making practical application of what 
he learned. Always painstaking, systematic, thorough, 
he gave himself wholeheartedly to everything he at- 
tempted. “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might” (Eccles; 9: 10). 

Shortly. after he had completed his junior year at 
Baker, Dr. Gobin, the President, accepted a call .to 
De Pauw University, at Greencastle, Indiana. Dr. 
Gobin wrote and urged Mr. Stephens to come to 
De Pauw to finish his college course. After much 
prayer, he decided to do this. He also felt a strong 
drawing to the school that his father and two of his 
uncles had attended. 

He was graduated from De Pauw in the class of 
1894, which sought to live up to their college yell: 


There never was such a class before, 
As eighteen hundred ninety-four. 


After securing his master’s degree in 1895, he had 
hoped to enter the Methodist ministry, but as there 
was no opening for him at that time, either in the 
Indiana or Kansas conferences, he accepted the of- 
fer to become the secretary of the Kansas State Tem- 
perance Union at Topeka, Kansas. 

He entered upon this. work with his characteristic 





As Watch Night approaches, many who gathered 
fast year at his call to pray for revival will re- 
member with thanksgiving the one on whose heart 
lay perhaps the greatest prayer burden in this 
generation for the revival of the whole Body of 
Christ. It will be a blessing to many that Mr. 
Stephens’ helpmeet tells at this time of his life 
and ministry. 








industry, devotion, and courage. After several years 
of valiant service, he wrote the pamphlet, “Prohibition 
in Kansas,” which proved a valuable asset to the tem- 
perance cause. 

At Chicago, from 1907 to 1916, he served the Home 
Herald, the successor to the Ram’s Horn, as asso- 
ciate editor, and from June 1909 to December 1916, 
the Moody Church monthly paper as managing edi- 
tor. In September 1909, in addition to this last edi- 
torial work, he was appointed manager of the Testi- 
mony Publishing Company, with the heavy respon- 
sibility of sending out about three million copies of 
“The Fundamentals,” to about two hundred thousand 
evangelists, pastors, and missionaries in all parts of 
the world. This remarkable series of books was 
financed, both in its preparation and free distribution, 
through the noble generosity of “Two Christian Lay- 
men” of California, Messrs. Lyman and Milton Stew- 
— of whom have also gone to be with their 

ord. 

In February 1910, Mr. Stephens’ work assumed an 
individual character. As the result of the publication 
of his own twenty-page soul-winning leaflet, “Sup- 


pose,” and with the prayer nucleus that began and . 


remained from “The Fundamentals,” was formed the 
Great Commission Prayer League. 

That “Suppose” has been translated into more than 
thirty different languages, thus affording unlimited 
opportunities for winning souls for the Master the 
world around, is an occasion for thanksgiving and 
praise to Almighty God. 

From October 1919 on, readers of The Sunday 
School Times have followed his weekly messages in 
the Family Worship column. 

And finally, in 1924, along with his manifold duties 
and responsibilities, were breathed forth his heart sobs 
for a cold and indifferent Church, and for a world 
lost in darkness and sin. These took the visible form 
of monthly “Pray for Revival” appeals sent to vari- 
ous religious magazines and papers for publication. 

In 1904, Mr. Stephens picked up a tract lying along 
his path. That tract about the atoning blood of Jesus 
Christ, by the Holy Spirit’s illumination, revealed to 
him the vast difference between a life actuated by 
ideals, be they ever so lofty and noble, and the life 
that is Christ. He chose the life that is Christ. 'His 
Bible became a new book! 

Is it any wonder that he valued tracts so highly? 
Or that he had a special edition printed of “The 
Colonel’s Word Will Stand,” which he used daily, year 
by year, as he rode back and forth from his office? 
What a wealth of experiences were his in this labor 
of love! And what was thus accomplished in winning 
souls, only eternity can reveal! 


In the Background by Choice 


Later, he made another vital choice. He chose to 
remain in the background, aloof from the public eye, 
in all his individual service, and that everything should 
be done for God’s glory. 


Content to fill a little space, 
If Thou be glorified. 


“He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3: 30). 
This choice vouchsafed unto him many rich bless- 
ings, — more time for intercession, for Bible study, for 
meditation, and for writing thousands of personal let- 
ters, to each of which he gave himself. 
A heart at leisure from itself 
To soothe and sympathize. 


Personal responsibility was so much a part of Mr. 
Stephens, that it would be difficult indeed to think of 
him at any period of his life without it. But rather 
the excess than the defect. He manifested this char- 
acteristic in early childhood, by sharing with his older 
brothers and sisters, not- only the Bible stories that 
his father, by request, had repeated so often to him, 
but also those that he himself had read in The Youth’s 
Companion, a regular weekly visitor to that country 
home. ‘He did this because he thought it would help 
train them for good. He always insisted that Bible 
biographies and stories were the very best of all and 
for all. because of their perennial freshness and ability 
ane lasting impressions. for better and higher 
iving. 


That Mr. Stephens was an*indefatigable worker, a 
man of almost tireless energy, the number of his 
journals, his memoranda, his special notebooks, his 
magazine and newspaper articles, and his letters give 
abundant witness. He was methodical and systematic 
in all his work. By his adherence throughout his life 
to a practice of making daily, weekly, monthly, and 
sometimes yearly lists of matters requiring his atten- 
tion within these respective time limits, he accom- 
plished almost double, he said, and with less physical 
effort. and strain. 

He was never idle, and seldom unoccupied. He 
prayed much as he went along about other duties ont- 
side the office. He spent a great deal of time in 
prayer, especially before preparing anything for pub- 
lication, or leading a meeting. Many times he would 
say to me, “Oh, I wish I could pray more.” 

Except during the last few years, he made many 
calls where there was a real need, whatever that need 
might be. More frequently a letter was sent, with a 
message of personal interest, of comfort, of encour- 
agement, or sometimes of warning or even gentle, lov- 
ing reproof (Ezek. 3:18, 19), but always adapted to 
its recipient. 

Then, too, his tithing account and the one in con- 
nection with the Great Commission Prayer League, 
what genuine pleasure and deep satisfaction he drew 
from his stewardship of these in helping many of the 
Lord’s needy .children. 


His Conscientious Stewardship 


Because his tastes were simple, and his personal 
needs so few, he had more to give to others. Several 
friends knowing how careful and conscientious he was 
in the disbursement of money intrusted to him, gave 
varying amounts, now and: then, to be used for the 
Lord. But with all his giving he gave himself. 


Who gives himself with his alms feeds three, 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and Me. 
an is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20: 
35). 
Mere money, as such, possessed no attraction for 


-him. He saw only its possibilities in the terms of lov- 


ing service for the world. Thus it was very easy for 
him to refuse money when he knew that either the 
underlying principle or motive was not right, or that 
the money had not been acquired honestly. 

As to his appreciation of his home, I shall share th 
poem on a calendar he purchased for it. 


All my thoughts go blithely home, 
1 my hopes are centered there; 
Though the scenes through which I roam 
Oft are splendid, often fair, 
Still my fancies fondly stray 
Back along the homeward way. 


Mr. Stephens was a member of the Moody Church. 

As a member of the Prudential and Nominating Com- 
mittees, a teacher of one of the Bible classes, the 
leader of the “Pray for Revival” prayer-meeting and 
in the offices of deacon and elder, he gave faithful 
service. ; 
- The rich spiritual fruitage of Mr. Stephens’ earthly 
life can be explained only by John 12:24, “Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” 

To anyone not well acquainted with Mr. Stephens, the 
statement that he had a keen appreciation of ready wit 
and humor will be a surprise. Many times when bur- 
dens pressed, after casting them upon the Lord, he 
also obtained a human relief by narrating some minor 
incident that had impressed him in a humorous way; 
or he grew reminiscent, and would live over again 
some amusing childhood experience, or some incident 
associated with De Pauw, our dear Alma Mater, 
where we had first met. This trait often seemed like 
a divine provision for his safety and happiness. His 
was a happy, cheery disposition. 

All through his last long illness of intense suffer- 
ing from June 26. to August 29, he was confined to 
his bed. His Bible was under his pillow from the 
first day to the last. He never gave utterance to one 
syllable of complaint. He was very grateful for all 
the kind messages that came to him, for the many 
flowers, but most of all for the prayer offered up in 
his behalf. : 

The reading of selected Bible portions and much 
prayer gave him rest, peace, and quiet when nothing 
else would do. 

At the beginning of his illness he himself prayed 
much; later he requested others to pray. A number 
of Bible passages afforded him comfort and consola- 
tion, but the two most frequently quoted, and to which 
he later so often called attention by pointing his fin- 
ger, were 1. Peter 4:12, 13, “Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning. the. fiery. trial. which:.is to try you, 
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as though some strange thing happened unto you: 
But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings; that when his glory shall be revealed, ye 
may be glad also with exceeding joy”; and John 14:1, 
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me.” 

In closing this tribute to Mr. Stephens’ life, I shall 
have failed utterly to comprehend its real mission 
and service, if I do not now direct your gaze upward 
to the Great Intercessor, Jesus Christ the righteous, 
living, and all-sufficient One. He has promised never 
to leave nor forsake. -I must also call your attention 
to the imminent Watch Night service, in which Mr. 
Stephens was so vitally interested. Shall not we who 
have taken part in this service in other years, in re- 
sponse to his call, shall we not, this year, heed the 
call from above,—from our blessed Lord and Mas- 
ter who has given the warning, “Watch!” “Be ready!” 

May each of us, in that sacred service, go down in 
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deep humility before God, make confession unto him, 
cry out for cleansing from everything that defiles and 
hinders our service. May we put on the whole armor 
of God, and come forth to do valiant and faithful 
service as the Captain of our salvation shall direct 
throughout 1928, if the Lord tarry. 

Let us then in this New Year of new service 


Mount up to heights of wisdom, 
And crush each error low. 
Keep back no word of knowledge 
That human heart should know. 
Be faithful to our mission 
In service of our Lord, 
And then a golden chaplet 
Shall be our just reward. 


“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me 
in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 3:21). 

CHICAGO. 








What actual facts show as to the 
antiquity of the human race 








How Old Is Man? 


By George McCready Price, M.A. 














Such was the remark of one of the barbarian 

conquerors of Rome, when the Romans tried 
to frighten him with stories of the immense numbers 
of men on their side. But I think a similar remark 
will apply to the present accumulations of wild specu- 
lations regarding the length of time that man_has 
been in existence on the earth. When Henry Fair- 
field Osborn, the well-known President of the Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History, declares that evo- 
lutionists have now reached a “minimum estimate” 
of one million years for the age of man, it seems to 
me that the transcendent absurdity of the statement is 
self-evident. And when he goes on to say, “The pro- 
logue and the opening acts of the human drama oc- 
curred away back sixteen million years ago,” in what 
the evolutionists call “the Upper Oligocene Period,” 
it seems to me absurdity has about reached its limit. 
These statements are found in recent numbers of 
Science, for May 6 and May 20, 1927. ; 

I am quite content that Dr. Osborn and his fellows 
shall go on adding as many millions of years as they 
like; for the more absurdities they add to their system 
the more speedy will be its collapse. 

The occasion for Osborn’s recent pronouncement 
on this subject is the finding of several hundred im- 

lements of human manufacture in some deposits in 
estern Nebraska, which some authorities estimate 
as at least four million years old. These implements 
are made from the bones of animals that evolutionists 
say became extinct in what they term “Pliocene 
times.” At any rate, they are very old, and the 
bones have been completely petrified. In fact they 
are almost the only completely fossilized bones that 
have been discovered anywhere. Among the animals 
represented in this collection are various types of 
extinct horses, camels, deer, elephants, and mastodons, 
the varieties being different from those which the 
evolutionists have placed in the “Pleistocene period,” 
which is regarded as much nearer our modern times. 
Of course, the reader will understand that in my es- 
timation these alleged different “Periods” in geolog- 
ical history have become completely discredited ; so that 
the bones here spoken of may be in reality no older 
than the bones of the mammoth and the other ani- 
mals of the “Pleistocene” deposits of America and 
Europe with which we have long been familiar. 

In fact, the case is even worse yet for the evolu- 
tionists. For on the basis of the Catastrophic inter- 
pretation of geology, there is essentially no distinc- 
tion in age between the various kinds of fossils. 
These various fossils were found by post-diluvian man 
lying around on the top of the ground in the various 
countries to which he migrated soon after the Deluge. 
He used these bones to make various kinds of im- 
plements, quite unaware that several thousands of 
years later some cocksure evolutionists would declare 
some of these fossils were millions of years older than 
others. In his simplicity early man made no such dis- 
tinction, he simply used whatever came to hand and 
was most convenient. He was quite unaware of the 
elaborate theories, that would later be construcied 
from the implements he made. 

The exact locality in which these recent discoveries 
have been made has not yet been revealed by Dr. 
Osborn, further than to state that it is somewhere in 
Western Nebraska. Dr. Osborn explains that he 
wishes to protect the site from curiosity seekers who 
might interfere with the dignity of real scientific in- 
vestigation. Since the first of these implements have 
been discovered, about two years ago, tractors and 
othe: modern machinery have been used in excavating 
the area; and it is hoped that soon more explicit and 
detailed announcements will be made. 

In this connection it is interesting to remember that 
this same Dr. Osborn was responsible for naming a 


ad HE thicker the grass, the easier it is mown.” 


certain tooth found in Nebraska a few years ago. He 
gave it a long, formal, scientific name, with the idea 
that it was undoubtedly a human tooth and very, very 
old. But one of the officers of the British Museum 
Subsequently declared that it was not a human tooth 
at all, but the tooth of a “Pliocene” bear. There is 
an old saying that, when the doctors disagree, the 
patient is sure to die. It seems evident that when 
these learned speculators disagree among themselves 
we can be quite sure that the evidence for their fan- 
tastic claims is very doubtful. 

Some months ago Dr. J. C. F. Siegfriedt, of Bear- 
creek, Montana, discovered what appears to be an 
excellently preserved human molar tooth in a coal 
seam in No. 3 of the Eagle Coal Mine at that place. 
The coal measures here are in what the geologist 
terms the Fort Union formation, a division of the 
“Eocene period,” as the evolutionary geologists name 
it. 

In the Literary Digest for December 18, 1926, is 
an account of this discovery. There it is stated that 
this coal was deposited “perhaps as long as seventy-five 
million years ago, certainly over thirty million years 
ago.” And yet the tooth is a good one and is most 
excellently preserved. It is identified as a lower sec- 
ond molar on the left sidé, the middle of the three 
molars of the human jaw. It is about one-third of 
an inch in length from the top of the crown to the 
tips of the roots. This is slightly smaller than the 
average modern human teeth, but not by any means 
so small as to rule it out as a human tooth. There 
are some other peculiarities about it; but many ex- 
perts have declared very positively that it is a hu- 
man tooth. Though excellently preserved the tooth 
is partially carbonized, and is impregnated with a 
deposit of iron sulphide. It is certainly a genuine 
fossil, and must be as old as the coal bed from which 
it was taken. But if this coal seam is to be classed 
as “Eocene,” its age could not be less than thirty to 
forty million years, as stated in the above estimate, 
according to the evolutionists. 

With this we may connect the discovery of the im- 
print of the human shoe sole, which was discovered 
some years ago near Fisher Canyon, Pershing County, 
Nev. The imprint of the sole is very clear and dis- 
tinct, the stitching showing very plainly. At one place 
the sole was double stitched, and the twist of the 
thread could be distinctly seen. When examined un- 
der the microscope the resemblance to a shoe sole is 
absolutely convincing. Minute crystals of sulphide of 
mercury can be clearly seen throughout the spaces of 
this fossil shoe sole, these minerals having been de- 
posited in the long ago by the waters that carried 
them in solution. 

And yet the rock in which this impression is found 
has been declared by experts to belong to the “Trias- 
sic’ system of geology. This shoe sole must have 
left its imprint in the Triassic mud, which subse- 
quently hardened into the limestone as we now have it. 

But this would be probably a hundred million years 
ago, if the evolutionary theory is true. Yet the evi- 
dence is that this shoe sole was remarkably well 
made, very neatly stitched, with a smaller and neater 
thread than is usually used by shoemakers. today. 
Verily it was not an ape-man, a little removed from 
the beasts, that made this shoe sole in what the evo- 
lutionary geologists would have us believe must have 
been one hundred million years ago. 

On the wall of the Hava Supai Canyon, a branch 
of the Grand Canyon ef the Colorado, in Arizona, 
were discovered the drawings of many animals, this 
discovery having been made by the Doheny Scien- 
tific Expedition in 1924. Among the figures was the 
drawing of an animal looking wonderfully like one 
of the giant dinosaurs, the long tail and the massive 
legs making a tripod by means of which the creature 
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could raise its long neck aloft almost vertically. The 


celebrated “‘desert- varnish” had begun to form in the 
cuts of the drawing, indicating a very great antiquity. 

When these drawings were brought to the attention 
of Roy Chapman Andrews, the man who has become 
famous as the discoverer of the dinosaur eggs in Cen- 
tral Asia, he declared that this drawing could not be 
of a dinosaur, because, as he declared, “We know. that 
the dinosaurs were extinct twelve million years be- 
fore man appeared on earth.” Of course, there would 
not be much use in arguing the case with a man who 
is so sure of what happened twelve million years ago. 

When we hear this dogmatic statement, and yet 
are confronted with the drawings on these walls that 
must have been made by some prehistoric man in 
the long ago who was actually acquainted with what 
a dinosaur looked like in the flesh, we are reminded 
of the lines of Kipling: 


Ah what avails the classic bent, 
And what the cultured word, 
Against the undoctored incident 
That actually occurred! 


We are not interested in these fantastic speculations 
about what happen ten or’twelve million years ago. 
It is all a part of the unblushing propaganda of the 
evolutionists, who seem to think that by persistent and 
eternal repetition they can bring the public to believe 
in their fairy tales. As a matter of fact, they have 
almost accomplished this. Because by their repeated 
assertions along this line they have indeed produced 
a very widespread impression that man has actually 
been on the globe for immerise periods of time. Yet 
there are no objective, actual facts that would drive 
us to this conclusion; for we take on the mere say-so 
of the evolutionists themselves many theoretical ex- 
planations and suppositions that are not facts at all. 
It is “the undoctored incident that actually occurred” 
which is of interest to us. And if we limit the case 
to actual and demonstrated facts, there is no ground 
for saying that man has been in existence on the 
earth a million years, or a hundred thousand years, 
or fifty thousand years, or half that length of time. 
When we finally ascertain “the undoctored incident 
that actually occurred,” we shall find that it is in 
no way out of harmony with the divine record of the 
history of mankind which has been delivered to us. 
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7 
A Watch Night Call to Prayer 


_ urgent call for Watch Night gatherings for 
prayer, to begin Saturday night, December 31, at 
eight o’clock and continue until about one o'clock 
Sunday morning, January 1, is sent forth with expec- 
tation that many of God’s people will respond heartily. 

Watch Night comes on the last day of the week, as 
well as on the last day of the month, and the last day 
of the year. Jt may be the last Watch Night service 
on earth for the true Church, since we are undoubtedly 
near the end of this present age. “The coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh” (Luke 21:36). It would 
seem that even now he may be at the door. 

Crime and lawlessness are increasing. We note the 
spiritual barrenness in the church at large, with in- 
creased activity of religious cults and atheistic organ- 
izations, and the national awakening of the Jews. 

It behooves us all therefore to “take heed” to our- 
selves, and to “watch unto prayer,” — praying always, 
that we may be “accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before 
the Son of man.” Is not the Master saying to us, as 
he did to the disciples of old: “What, could ye not 
watch with me one hour?” (Matt. 26:40); “Watch 
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come” (Matt. 24: 42). 

We would therefore urge all Bible-loving Christians 
everywhere: to unite with others for a Watch Night 
Service on the evening of December 31, whether in 
some church or some home, whether many or few, 
and spend the closing hours of this year in prayer and 
praise. No fixed program is necessary. But when 
possible the following order may be observed with 
profit for several hours, continuing until after twelve. 


1. Pray for the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
(16,000,000 in the world); for the peace of Jeru- 
salem (Psa. 122:6); and for all Christian missions 
os the Jews. Scripture reading: Romans 11: 
23-36. 

2. Pray for all men; for those in authority ‘in the 
nation, the State, and the municipality; for those 
who believe not; and for the afflicted and distressed 
in all lands. Scripture reading: 1 Timothy 2: 1-8. 


3. Pray for the church universal; for all believers 
and backsliders; for pastors, evangelists, Bible 
teachers, Sunday-school teachers, mission workers, 
colporteurs, and missionaries on foreign fields. Pray 
for the week of prayer in the churches. Scripture 
reading : Ephesians 6: 10-20. 

4. Pray for God’s blessing upon his living Word, 
that it “may have free course and be glorified” 
(2 Thess. 3:1, 2); for all who preach it; for all 
evangelical publishers; for all. who distribute it; 
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. Lesson 
Mark 1 : 2r-45 


and for ali who hear or read it. ° Scripture reading : 
2 Timothy 4: 1-8. 


5. Pray for the early coming of the Lord; for 


the perfecting of the body of .Christ, the. true 
Church; for the speedy. fulfillment of the prophe- 
cies and program of God for the Church, the world, 
and the Jews, and the ushering in of universal 
righteousness and peace. Scripture reading: 1 
Thessalonians 4: 13-18; Revelation 22:6, 7, 12, 20, 
21. 


A. different leader for each hour is preferable, if 
possible. A few verses of familiar hymns occasion- 
ally will prove helpful to faith and praise, but let the 
time be occupied largely with prayer and thanksgiving. 
An opportunity for special requests may be given. 

Let an opportunity be given for Christians to con- 
fess their selfishness, sin, and shortcomings and to 
pray. for one another (Jas. 6:16; 1 John 1:9). Let 
the last hour close with a consecration service and 
with prayer for divine grace to live-a victorious and 
fruitful life throughout the new year of 1928, if the 
Lord should tarry and we are spared. 

Will. you not consider this appeal as personal; and 
begin at once to make arrangements for a Watch 
Night service in your community? As Soon as you 
are assured that one will be held in your neighborhood, 
please let us know and we shall be glad to join with 
you in prayer for God’s blessing upon all who attend, 
and that he will grant a spirit of prayer and supplica- 
tion. . 

May we hear from you soon? Pray for Watch 
Night services everywhere. 

Great CoMMISSION PRAYER LEAGUE, ’ 
808 North LaSalle Street, Chicago. 


Letters from a Farm Mother 
to Her Son at College 
VIII. “Not Afraid of the Truth” 


Dear Boy o’MInE: Skylight Farm. 


- A question in your latest letter to me suggests the 
subject for our Sunday afternoon chat today. You 
ask if I should advise you to “take Bible” next semes- 
ter under Dr. B—. You say that it is required some 
time in the course, and that every one assures you it 
is a “snap” under him; nobody ever flunks and “a 
good time is enjoyed by all.” On the other hand you 
seem to have a vague notion that Dr. B’s approach 
to the Scripture is not of the sort that you have been 
taught to consider sound doctrine, and you say that 
you “don’t want to get stirred up over such things.” 

Let me say first that you know me well enough not 
to expect me to wax enthusiastic over any course 
because it is a “snap.” I heard some one say the other 
day that the whole motive of labor nowadays is to 
“get by with the boss’—a minimum expenditure of 
effort for a maximum profit. I’m not saying that I 
never had that attitude in school. I frankly confess 
that at your age I had a far greater respect for grades 
than you have. Also I disliked science, and carefully 
selected what I couldn’t avoid, with a view to the 
final showing in my credit book. And I’ve paid the 
penalty all my life. I feel myself seriously handi- 
capped today for lack of knowledge of some of the 
subjects I dodged in college. That’s why I don’t 
favor a very liberal allowance of electives. It was 
not long ago that a city high school teacher wearily 
remarked to mé, “We are expected nowadays to ad- 
minister education with a spoon. Work must-all be 
camouflaged as play.” 

Now for your misgivings about Dr. B’s theological 
slant. I say without hesitation that I do not advise 
your studying the Bible under him. I will tell you 
presently just why. I frankly admit that up to the 
time you left home I did everything in my power to 
prejudice you in the belief that the Bible is the in- 
fallible Word of God. I know many people would 
consider such a procedure decidedly narrow-minded. 
A fine Christian man told me the other day that he 
intended sending his daughter to one of the ultra- 
liberal universities because he wanted her to know 
both positions and to take her stand intelligently and 
of her own free choice. I am sure he considered me 
narrow for thinking such a proceeding dangerous, 
though he wouldn’t for one minute condemn my hav- 
ing you vaccinated before exposing you to smallpox. 

Twenty years ago I should have been in hearty sym- 
pathy with his views. I well remember how I was 
challenged by the expression I often heard on the lips 
of certain professors, “We are not afraid of the truth.” 
In those days it savored to me of splendid daring and 
heroic courage. Yet not long ago, when I heard the 
president of your college assuring a gathering of our 
State Convention that the college faculty are true to 
the Bible, though they are “open-minded, not afraid 
of the truth,” I immediately experienced an uneasy 
impulse to do some investigating. I have come to 
wonder why an expression that sounds so innocent 
and commendable is monopolized by that group whose 
search for the truth begins with discarding the faith 
of their fathers and proceeds with the assumption that 
the chief end of man is to glorify himself. I, too, 
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am- not afraid of the truth, though I have learned in 
a hard school that it is both costly’ and humiliating, 
and that the only road to it is the narrow, lonely, 
blood-stained way of the cross. 

Now for the reason why I do not advise you to 
enter Dr. B’s class. I know Dr. B— personally and 
consider him a fine Christian gentleman and a rather 
fascinating personality. He is regarded by many as 
the most popular member of the faculty and a great 
inspiration to the students. If his personality were 
less pleasing, I should not be so averse to your en- 
tering his class. Half the force of the appeal of 
Modernism to the minds of youth today lies in the 
culture and cleverness of its exponents. I feel sure 
I am right when I say that there is more of honest, 


. logical, sincere scholarship among the conservatives, 


but for some reason the brilliance, the stage effects, 
and the lure of well-turned phrases seem to have been 
well-nigh monopolized by the liberals and iconoclasts. 
It so often suggests to me the contrast between the 
Cavaliers and the Round Heads. 

And how youth responds to such an appeal! Dr. 
B-—— strives to appear entirely unbiased — to seem to 


be presenting both sides of a disputed position with-' 


out partisanship. Some time ago the question of pre 
and postmillennialism came up in his class. With ap- 
parent fairness he invited a representative from each 
school of-interpretation to address the class. The 
postmillennialist was a man of fine bearing, a speaker 
such that the “ear leaned to him, and persuasion swift 
to the chained spirit of the listener stole.” The other 
was a little wisp of a man with an upstart manner 
that begins by rubbing every hair of his hearers the 
wrong way. After the discussion, one student said 
to another, “Well, I don’t know any more than I did 
before, but if that guy is pre, I guess I’m post.” 

Many people contend that Dr. B— is not a liberal. 
I chanced to be standing near by one day when he was 
talking with two men who are outstanding Modernists. 
They mentioned the name of a brilliant preacher 
whose unsoundness has nearly wrecked two leading 
denominations. Dr. B— said: “I have the greatest 
admiration for his stand. At the same time, it is not 
advisable or safe to go before the rank and file with 
such teaching.” Had the Master, I ask you, one Gos- 
pel for Nicodemus and another for the publicans and 
sinners? I know from his own lips that Dr. B— does 
not believe in the visible Second Coming of that Dear 
One for whose advent you and I have watched more 
eagerly than ever since one of our own little circle fell 
asleep in Him. I do not ask you to accept my teach- 
ing concerning that event, “divine” though perhaps not 
so “far-off, toward which the whole creation moves.” 
I only ask that you study your New Testament with 
the Holy Spirit as your guide. For the present, I 
should advise your making him your only teacher in 
this important subject. 

Your MorHer. 
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The Judgment of Solomon 
in Chinese Setting 


Told by Mr. Leuschner of the Berlin Mission in 
**Licht und Leben’’ 


‘WO women in China gave birth to boys at almost 

the same time. They lived in the same house and 
their rooms adjoined each other. The joy of the 
women was indescribable. 

After some weeks the son of one of the women 
died suddenly in the night. When the mother dis- 
covered it, she herself wished only to die. For years 
she had yearned for a baby boy and now it was lost 
to her. She determined to take the warm and living 
child from the bed of her neighbor and to substitute 
therefor her own dead baby. “When the young mother 
awoke in the morning she found a dead child beside 
her. In her desperation she took it to the daylight. 
“No, it is not mine!” she shrieked. A fierce quar- 
rel broke out between the two women. . The neigh- 
bors, coming in, concluded that the young woman's 
reason was broken by grief at her loss.. No birth- 
marks or other indications could be found to settle 
the question of ownership. .-So the two women ‘were 
brought to the Yamen for judgment. 

They continued their desperate recriminations be- 
fore the judge. He sent them therefore to ‘their 
homes and ordered a new hearing in two days. - The 
living child was meanwhile turned over to him. 

When the women returned the judge said to them, 
“Since there is no other way to determine who owns ° 
the child by right we will submit the question to the 
gods and throw it into the river.” At this moment 
a soldier came around the corner of the Yamen bear- 
ing the child wrapped in swaddling clothes. -One 
could see clearly how. it moved about in its wrappings. 
“Away to the river with it,” shouted the official. 
Whereat the younger woman uttered a desperate:cry ; 
the older seemed less disturbed. When they reached 
the stream the soldier threw the bundle into the water 
with all his might. It struck the stream and sank. 

With a shriek the young woman attempted to cast 
herself after it to recover it, but was restrained by 
the bystanders. 

Then the judge gave a signal, and a soldier brought 
forward a little babe. “Give it to the younger wo- 
man,” said he. It proved to be her lost child. 

In order to determine the right of the matter the 
mandarin had wrapped a great fish in the clothes of 
the child and had in this way satisfied himself as’ to 
which of the two women had the’ mother’s instinct. 
The thief confessed her deceit and received due -pun- 
ishment with the bamboo rod. 

Is this story based on Scripture, or is it an inde- 
pendent story of judicial sagacity? It is impossible 
to tell, but it seems like a Chinese variant of the Old 
Testament story. 








Music in Our Beginners Department 


How it creates a spirit of worship and helps in attention 


By Linda De Armond 























UST imagine thirty-six live, wide-awake Beginners 
from three to six years of age sitting still for one 
whole minute! A number had just returned from 


their summer vacations, having run wild all summer. . 


Well, they were so still you would never have known 
they were in the room. Soft music was being played 
on the piano, —the old hymns everybody loves: “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul,” “Rock of Ages,” and “Tell Me 
the Old, Old Story.” 

As soon as the music ceased the late-comers were 
seated, and the children sang “Never Be Late for 
Sunday School.” The late ones had to sit still and 
listen. How the children did love to sing that piece! 
Some shouted so much that we had to sing it over 
like little ladies and gentlemen. 

To get in the proper attitude for what was to fol- 
low we sang “He Cares for Me.” 

The chairs were placed around the four sides of 
the room, with one row in the middle, so that there 
was very little opportunity to place little feet on the 
chairs used by others. The choir was seated in a row 
beside the piano where they would be all to themselves. 
It was considered a great honor to be in the choir; 
only those present nearly every Sunday were per- 
mitted to remain in the choir. 

The children were delighted to have the review of 
the lesson for the previous Sunday so they could tell 
~ story themselves, showing how much they remem- 

er 

One of the little choir girls sang “Can a Little 
Child Like Me?” 

The offering came next, the little people marching 
around the room, then dropping their money into a 
box as they passed it. A birthday child was gen- 
erdlly selected to hold the box until all the money 
was collected, then he joined the rest in the march. 
The financial secretary carried the box to a table in 


the back of the room where she counted the money 
while the march continued. Then the children whis- 
tled the tune of the march, had a little exercise for 
the hands, and returned to their seats. 

When all the children were seated, they were ready 
to recite the Twenty-third Psalm as far as they had 
learned it, with the addition of another verse. 

After the recitation a little choir boy, five years of 
age, sang “Thy Word Have I Hid in My Heart.” 

Our prayer time followed. The little people slip- 
ped quietly off their chairs to their knees. When 
every head was bowed and all eyes closed, the pianist 
played very softly “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” then 
the helpers and visitors sang the first verse softly. 
Not one little head was raised until a chord was struck 
on the piano, then they rose quietly and slipped into 
their seats. 

All sang “Hark, ’Tis the Shepherd’s Voice I Hear.” 
Then the superintendent told the story of David as 
a shepherd boy being called to play for King Saul, 
and of how beautifully he played the harp, because he 
had practiced over, and over, and over. The pianist 
played “Almost Persuaded,” and the story was con- 
tinued to the point where Saul really smiled. Then 
the children sang “Come Into my Heart, Lord Jesus.” 

The papers were distributed by the helpers, and 
the children bowed their heads and recited, in clos- 
ing, 

goons, friend of little children, 
a friend to me, 

Take my hand and ever keep me 

Close to Thee. 


Surely the Spirit of God was in that room, touch- 
ing the lives of those little tots, as well as the older 
people. 

SwartHmore, Pa. 
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Good Things Ahead in The Sunday School Times 


DECEMBER 24, 1927 




















‘“‘The Two Greatest Articles This Year”’ 


A well-known Christian leader, pastor, and Bible 
teacher said from his pulpit recently that the two 
greatest articles he had read in The Sunday School 
Times this year were by Robert C. McQuilkin and 
Ralph C. Norton. The first, “Were Christ’s and 
Israel’s Temptations the Same?” appeared Janu- 
ary 15, and showed how the human race was 
tempted and triumphant in the wilderness; the 
second, “The Coming Conflict and Victory,” pub- 
lished April 23, recorded the ominous rumblings 
throughout the world that may presage Satan’s 
last great struggle —and defeat — before the com- 
ing Lord. The many other readers: who were pro- 
foundly impressed by those two remarkable studies 
will welcome the announcement that Mr. Mc- 
Quilkin and Mr. Norton will have further unusual 
contributions in these columns in 1928. Several of 
Mr. McQuilkin’s are mentioned on this page. Mr. 
Norton is preparing a fresh and searching study 
that will be announced later. 


Finding Heaven in a Bolshevist Prison 


Dante was called “the man who has been in hell.” 
There is a man living today who found Heaven 
where most would have found a hell—in a Bol- 
shevist criminal prison. He was imprisoned for 
preaching the Gospel. After being committed to 
a place of unspeakably filthy solitary confinement, 
he was put in a common cell with notorious crim- 
inals who, after attacking and almost killing one 
of their fellow prisoners, set upon the evangelist 
to beat him and search him. He began to preach 
the Gospel to them, and their leader forbade them 
to touch him. Then he had the happiest time of his 
life. This astounding story of persecution and of 
God's supernatural power will be told in The Sun- 
day School Times by Dr. A. McCaig, Principal 
Emeritus of Spurgeon’s College. 


Our Yourig People’s Purity Problem 


‘A Christian leader was recently discussing with a 
group of educational leaders the standards of 
morality among college students. Two young wo- 
men teachers in the group were postgraduate stu- 
dents in a large university where the new theories 
of psychology, undermining the old morality, are 
taught. He asked how many of the young men 
and women of the 10,000 in their university re- 
frained from kissing and caressing one another. 
“TI do not know,” one of the teachers replied; then 
she continued emphatically: “But I hope there is 
not a single one. I regard that freedom as an inno- 
cent and beautiful thing among the young people.” 
The Christian leader to whom this reply was made, 
Robert C. McQuilkin, has a frank, searching, con- 
victing, and appealing message, which finds its 
authority in the Word of God. He shows the dis- 
aster; and he shows the cure. 


David Lester and the Tough Bunch 


It was in the ranching country, and the Sunday- 
school superintendent wondered why the bunch of 
rowdy youths had ever come to that school. David 
Lester, who had lost his left arm in the World 
War and had found God’s own Right Hand, de- 
cided- to tackle the tough bunch. The lesson was 
“The Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalem,” and he 
began by asking: “Did any of you fellows ever 
ride an unbroken colt?” That started something,— 
it didn’t sound like Sunday-school stuff to them. 
Wher he told them there was more about this in 
the Bible, he had them. Every Sunday-school 
teacher will want to read this series of articles, 
based on actual experience with boys in the ranch- 
ing country. It shows how to reach and hold our 
classes, whether in country or city. 


Can a College Student Be a Christian? 


In the midst of the darkness, danger, disaster, im- 
morality, and atheism lived and taught in the col- 
leges of Christendom, there is gleameng white light 
from the very throne of God. Can a college stu- 
dent be a Christian? Yes; not only can be, but 
there are thousands of students in our colleges: who 
are standing true, abiding in Christ, seeing the lives 
of fellow students transformed. 


Take Cambridge University, of England, for ex- 
ample, second to none as a center of intellectual 
life. At Cambridge there is a Christian student 
organization that is repeating the experiences of the 
Book of Acts. 


Its nickname is “CICCU” (pronounced KIKKU), 


made from _the initials of the Cambridge Inter- 
Collegiate Christian Union. 








On this page are announced a few of the 
many unusual articles that will appear in 
The Sunday School Times this winter and 
during 1928. Those not now taking the 
paper may secure an introductory Get Ac- 
quainted subscription of ten weeks for 25 
cents, and present subscribers may send it to 
their friends at this special rate. Better still 
is a year’s subscription, by which one may 
take advantage of the low club rate, or sub- 
scribe individually, as explained in the state- 
ment of rates given on page 799. 

“You will be interested to know that we have 
made good use of the Amos R. Wells’ lesson 
poems. One of our class members is excep- 
tionally gifted as a reader. At the close of the 
lesson last Sunday she read the poem on The 
Three Prophets (lesson of October 23). It 
was a very fine and fitting climax to the lesson.” 
—A Michigan Business Man. 


Have you “discovered” the “Prose Poem” on 
the first lesson page in each issue of the Times? 
It is brilliant, powerful, unique, spiritual, search- 
ing. Don’t let your school miss its blessing. 








It numbers among its . 


members brilliant ’varsity athletes and scholarship 
leaders, but it has not yielded a jot or tittle to “the 
modern viewpoint.” 

The story of this amazing student organization will 
be told in The Sunday School Times by a uni- 
versity man who has visited CICCU and worked 
with its members. 


Dr. Schofield on ‘‘Time and Eternity” 


Can we understand the difference between time and 
eternity? It is a staggering question. 
known British physician and Bible teacher, Dr. 
Alfred T. Schofield, delivered an address on this 
subject before the Victoria Institute (the Philo- 
sophical Society of Great Britain) last summer, 
and he said in beginning: “My only comfort in 
writing a paper on a subject of which I know so 
little is that probably others do not know much 
more.” His paper is not easy reading, but it is 
Scriptural, searching, challenging, and it rewards 
close study. 


W hat Is Pentecost’s Message Today ? 


How many Christians today have “the baptism of 
the Spirit” and His mighty power in their lives? 
It is the heart’s desire of every earnest Christian. 
Various “Pentecostal” movements are an expres- 
sion of this vital desire.. Yet mistakes have been 
made, unconsciously and sincerely, in interpreting 
Pentecost for the life of the Church today. Rob- 
ert C. McQuilkin, the much beloved Bible teacher 
who has gone deep into the meanings of the Word, 
has written a study that is satisfying, Scriptural, 
and safeguarding. It deals with the difficult ‘sub- 
ject of “speaking in tongues,” frankly, fearlessly, 
sympathetically, warningly. Every child of God 
needs every possible help. from the Scriptures in 
these last days, and this article is sure to be a 
blessing to many. 


W hen College. Girls Prayed 


A College junior attended the Student Conference 
at America’s Keswick. She went back to college 
and formed a prayer group of six girls. The way 
God began to answer their prayers startled them 
all,— it was too wonderful, yet it was true. A 
visiting Christian leader who had been coming to 
the college for several years found the atmosphere 
of the campus changed; his own messages were 
changed; and he was enabled to do a greater 
work. This girl, now a senior, will tell in The 
Sunday School Times the story of how it all hap- 
pened, and what happened. 


What Can We Know About Armageddon ? 


Most people’s ideas about Armageddon are con- 
fused or wild. .We can only know about it what 
the Bible teaches; and most of us have not searched 
that out. A Kansas pastor, John H. Baxter, wrote 
an article last spring in The Sunday School Times 
on “Jerusalem —a Burdensome Stone for Britain.” 
It made a profound impression, directing the light 
of the prophetic Scriptures upon European politics 
of today, and showing how the great nations of 


The well- 


Europe are getting ready for. Armageddon. In a 
new article, shortly to be published, the same writer 
explains from the Scriptures what Armageddon 
really is. It will be “a great war, which will end 
war.” It may be fought by 200 million men. The 
human race will be in agonized confusion. But 
Armageddon will supply tremendous motives for 
turning to God, and will have spiritual values that. 
have not ordinarily been recognized. Intelligent 
Christians cannot afford to miss this study. 


Easter and Decision Day Services 


Services for special days in the Sunday-school, 
fresh and interesting at the same time Scrip- 
tural and spiritually uplifting, are not easy to find. 
The Sunday School Times never publishes the 
merely “entertaining” sort of exercise; for years 
it has secured orders of service that are almost 
unique in the right qualities. For next Easter it 
will publish a service entitled “In Old Jerusalem,” 
and in preparation for Decision Day a service 
called “Choose Ye.” These exercises go to the 
heart of the resurrection truth and the receiving 
of Christ as Saviour; and they are presented in 
such a way as to grip all ages. 


Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn 


What is “Millennial Dawn”? Another name for 
it is “Russellism,” as it is the teaching of the late 
so-called ‘Pastor -Russell.” It is fostered and cir- 
culated by the “International Bible Students Asso- 
ciation,” and the title used by this organization 
misleads many into supposing that it stands for legiti- 
mate, evangelical Christian teachings. But Mil- 
lennial Dawnism is a harmful and unscriptural cult, 
the more so because it includes certain’ truths that 
are themselves sound and Scriptural. 


Christian people ought to know about it, in order 
to be safeguarded themselves, and to safeguard 
others. A remarkable series of articles has been 
written for The Sunday School Times, entitled 
“The Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn.” The 
significance of this title will be understood when 
the articles are read; they have been written by a 
widely known minister, B. H. Shadduck. The 
series is an invaluable contribution to the needed 
exposures of false cults. you have friends that 
have been led into Millennial Dawnism you will 
want to share the series with them. 


Lilias Trotter’s ‘‘ Moment Meditations ”’ 


Miss I. Lilias Trotter of the Algiers Mission Band 
is known and loved by many for her rare insight 
into spiritual truth and her discernment of “par- 
ables in nature.” Her “Moment Meditations” in 
The Sunday School Times will bring a new bless- 
ing. They take but a minute to read, but they can 
affect lives for eternity. Here are some of her 
themes: Growing Points. These Three Men. 
Are They Restrained? Understanding Our Honor. 
Experimenting with Grace. The Air Prince. The 
Negative Pole. A Lullaby or a Battle Cry? 


What Makes Successful Teaching > 


A Christian woman set out to interview Sunday- 
school superintendents and teachers in a_ typical 
small town. She wanted to know what they had 
found, in actual’ experience, makes for success in 
Sunday-school teaching. She wanted it to help, not 
the efficiently trained workers in the big city Sun- 

y-schools, but the rank and file in the small 
towns. She found what she was after. To read 
her article is like attending a clinic. It deals with 
actual conditions, and shows how the common dif- 
ficult problems have been solved. It is the sort 
of article you will want to clip and take to your 
teachers’-meeting or workers’ council, and discuss 
point by point. 


God in the Earthquake 


Earthquakes are happening very often, perhaps 
oftener than ever before in the history of the world. 
So are many other things happening that have 
never synchronized before, things that God’s Word 
has told us would happen in the end of this age, 
ushering in the Lord’s return. Does God take 
care of his own in times of earthquake? A 
Christian woman had an extraordinary experience 
in the memorable earthquake at San Francisco in 
1906; her story is of timely significance just now. 
God proved to her, during that terrible upheaval 
and awful catastrophe, that he was her “refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble,” and 
that she might claim the rest of that promise: 
“Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed” (Psa. 46%1, 2). 


Lesson for January $ 
Mark rz 21-45 
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JANUARY 8. JESUS AND THE SICK 
International Uniform Lesson—Mark I : 21-45 
Golden Text.—He hath done all things well; he maketh even the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.—Mark 7 : 37 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


IRACLES used to be the evidence of Chris- 
M tianity. They are now very often regarded 
as its great difficulty. But the Gospel nar- 
tative is inextricably bound ‘up with miracle. And 
the greatest miracle of the Gospels is the Lord Jesus 
himself. All that he did by way of miracle was em- 


inently becoming to such a person as is depicted in’ 


the Gospels: The history is the history of miracle 
even as he is: the miracle of history. The miracles 
recorded of him were neither puerile nor punitive. -In 
this they differ from those recorded in the Apocryphal 
gospels and in ecclesiastical history. 

Yet again, Christ’s miracles were apparently effort- 
less. The Lord Jesus never went about doing won- 
derful things because he wanted to show off. He 
wished the outside world as far as possible not to 
know of his mighty works. When he could do so he 
forbade those he healed to say anything about it. As 
you read the Gospels you will be impressed by the 
fact that he seems to have done good to men just 
‘because he loved them and because he could not help it. 

We are not to apologize for the miracles. We are 
not to try to explain them, still less to explain them 
away, We may gratefully accept the record of them 
and seek to examine their significance for ourselves. 
Every miracle is a parable expressed in work. 

In the lesson this week~we have two miracles: the 
first illustrates deliverance from sin as a conqueror, 
the second deliverance from sin as a disease. Both 
alike reveal the secret of deliverance as contact with 
the Lord, his word of authority, his touch of strength. 
These are still the same operative forces in the world 
today. Let us plan as far as in us lies to bring our 
pupils under the compelling sound of his authoritative 
word and under the grip of his mighty touch through 
the. Holy Spirit. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 1:21.—And they go. Not immediately after 
the events of the preceding paragraph. The Sermon 
on the Mount and probably the healing of the leper 
and of the centurion’s servant all come in between. 

Capernaum is not mentioned either in the Old Tes- 
tament or in the Apocrypha. It is always spoken of 
as a city in the New Testament. .It was situated on 
the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. The syna- 
gogue. Probably the one that had been built by the 
friendly centurion (Luke 7:5). Taught. Imperfect 
tense. 


Verse 22—They were astonished, also imperfect 
tense. The words express vividly the thrill of won- 
der that passed through his hearers while the Lord 
Jesus was speaking. As having authority. The scribes 
taught by authority;. Jesus taught with authority. 
Theirs was derived; his was original. Observe that 
the Lord knew all the faults of the rabbis and of 
the synagogue. He had come to revolutionize the 
very conception of teaching and worship. Yet he 
begins by seeking to win the old conventionalized 
worshipers into a new liberty. Some scribal teach- 
ing was noble, though much of it was puerile. When 
Jesus opened his mouth, all the dreary formalism went 
out of the service. The Lord Jesus had a living mes- 
sage, for he knew God and had something to say 
about him. All his words were wonderful. But that 
first sermon seems to have made an impression that 
was never forgotten and that Mark has caught for 
us in these words. 

The scribes. They first came into prominence in 
the time of Ezra. Their duty was to copy, read, study, 
explain, and fence round the law with the tradition 
of the elders (Matt. 15:2). The scribes proper lasted 
only till the death of Simon the Just, 300 B. C. In 
the New Testament, they are sometimes termed law- 
yers (Matt. 22:35) or doctors of the law (Luke 5: 
17). Their teaching consisted simply in repeating the 
decisions of the rabbis of old. The scribal formula 
was, “It hath been said.” The Lord Jesus quoted 
nobody as his authority: His word was simply, “I 
say. 

_ Verses 23, 24.—With an unclean spirit. Literally, 
“in an unclean spirit.” A rather unusual use of the 
preposition. It seems to express the idea that the 
poor man lived and moved in an atmosphere full of 
this horrible torment. Note the difference between 
the singular, He cried out, and the plural, What have 
we to do with thee? The voice was the man’s, but the 
utterance was that of the.demons. 

I know thee. The angels with songs of rapture had 
recognized their King. So also the demons always in- 


Derstentl Reading : Psalm 103 : 1-8. 
Adtinnal laterial for Teachers : 9 yi o4g | Bt axet. 
iaceem Shaterial : Mark 


2 3-28-34. 
Memory Verse : And he benled many that -were sick.— Mark 
1234. 
Junior Topic : the Sick. 


Lesson Material : Mark x: 2-34. 
Memory Verse: Mark 1: 34. 

latermediate and Senior Topic : pa Showe His Sympathy and 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
son Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 21-34 

21 And they. go into Capernaum; and straightway on the 
sabbath day he entered into the synagogue and taught. 22 
And they were astonished at his teaching: for he taught 
them as having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And 
straightway there was in their synagogue a man with an 
wnclean spirit; and he cried out, 24 saying, What have we 
te- do with thee, Jesus thou Nazarene? art thou come to 
destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
God. 25 And Jesus rebuked 1 him, saying, Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. 26 And the unclean spirit, ? tearing 
him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 
And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned 
among themselves, saying, What is this? a new teaching! 
with authority he commandeth even the unclean spirits, 
and they obey him. 28 And the report of him went out 
straightway everywhere into all the region of Galilee round 
about. 

29 And straightway, *when they were come out of the 
synagogue, they came into the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with * James and John. 30 Now Simon’s wife’s mother lay 
sick of a fever; and straightway they tell him of her: 31 
and he came and took her by the hand, and raised her up; 
and the fever left her, and she ministered unto them. 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto 
him all that were sick, and them that were ° possessed 
with demons. 33 And all the city was gathered together 
at the door. 34 And he healed many that were sick with 
divers diseases, and cast out many demons; and he suf- 
fered not the demons to speak, because they knew him °. 


10Or, it. 2Or, convulsing. *Some ancient authori- 
ties read, when he was come out of the synagogue, he 
came, - “Or, Jacoh Or, demoniacs. ° Many 
ancient authorities add, to be Christ. See Luke 4: 41. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 











stantly recognized him, but with cries of despair. They 
never evince any hope or submission but only inveter- 
ate hostility. They believe and tremble (Jas. 2:19). 
This is evidence enough that a merely intellectual faith, 
however orthodox, is not necessarily saving faith. But 
man, alas, often does not recognize the King. “He 
was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not” (John 1:10). To destroy 
us. Compare Matthew 25: 41. 

Verse 25.—Jesus rebuked him. Demon testimony 
was never accepted by our Lord. The probable rea- 
son was that even that testimony was intended to 
work harm and to frustrate, if possible, his great 
purposé and plan of salvation. Compare the action of 
Paul in reference to the heathen girl at Philippi (Acts 





The Healer of Men 
By Amos R. Wells 


ya weary souls in sickness moan and cry, 
where raging sinners die, O good Physician, 
in our agony at last we turn to thee. Diseases of 
the body and the mind, the lame, the deaf, the 
blind, and spirit maladies supine, impure, we bring 
to thee tocure. The demon-driven souls that work 
wild harm thou knowest how to calm; thou only 
hast the bold, imperial art to bid the fiends depart; 
thou only speakest the commanding word; in thee 
they know their Lord, and, though they tear their 
victims, they obey, and humbly go their way. 
Earth’s fitful fever, torturing the soul, thou only 
canst control; the mad ambition and the racking 
fear thy quiet censure hear; the fret, the worry, 
and the silly pride, at thy reproaches hide; and 
selfish cruelties in shame remove from thy dear look 
of love. Sin’s leprosy, most hopeless of them all, 
withdraws its horrid pall, and thy great word has 
power to restore our being as before, bring back 
the rotted members and retrace the beauty of the 
face, till new-created manhood ‘finds at length its 
perfect grace and strength. Good Healer! In our 
fear, our shame, our guilt, we falter, ‘“‘If thou 
wilt!’? Grant us to hear thy benison serene: ‘‘I 
will; be thou made clean.”’ 











16: 16-18). Yet there are some Christians today who 
excuse themselves for going to spiritist seances be- 
cause there sometimes the demons will acknowledge 
the Lord Jesus Christ in a certain limited way. It 
is to be observed, however, that they never acknowl- 
edge him as Lord. And in this case the epithet Naz- 
arene seems intended to provoke contempt. 


Verse 26.—Tearing him, i. e., threw him into strong 
convulsions. Luke adds that he flung him into the 
pang of the people (4:35). Yet the man was not 

urt. 

Verse 27.—A new teaching. Doctrine they were 
accustomed to in plenty. But here was a doctrine that 
did things. The word of the rabbis they constantly 
heard quoted with reverence and awe. But here was 
a word that could expel a demon. No long-drawn-out 
processes of exorcism, but just a sharp, stern com- 
mand, and it was obeyed. 


Verse 28.—This verse shows what happened when 
they left the meeting. The busy tongues were not 
idle. With one of his favorite “straightways,” Mark 
depicts the rumor flashing all through the countryside. 
He interposes that picture between the scene in the 
synagogue and the next one in order that he may give 
us the background against which the Lord’s work 
was thrown. 


Verse 29.—After the synagogue, with its rapid 
round of exacting demands upon the human strength 
of the divine worker, there must needs be a brief 
respite. Here is a word for the tired Christian worker. 
How eagerly you have looked forward to getting into 
the quiet of the home, away from the busy Sunday- 
school or the rough opposition of your open-air preach- 
ing. The Lord himself knows this feeling of yours, 
for he has been through the same experience. Also 
you, too, have often found, when you fain would 
have had quiet and leisure, that to go home was to find 
yourself confronted by fresh demands more exigent 
than those of God’s work. Here, too, he has been 
“in all points tempted like as. we are” (Heb. 4: 16). 

Verse 30—Sick of a fever. Probably one of the 
sudden attacks of low fever with which most dwellers 
in subtropical climes are only too uncomfortably fa- 
miliar. Simon seems to have known nothing about it 
until he reached home. Then, instead of rest and 
food being available for the weary men, here was a 
house in disorder, sore trouble within, and death itself 
on the threshold. 


Verse 31.—Took her by the hand. A touch that 
only Mark gives us and that well illustrates the close- 
ness of his dependence upon Peter for his narrative. 
Christ’s touch has power. His grasp means sympathy, 
tenderness, identification of himself with the need, the 
communication of his own strength. She ministered 
unto them. The cure was so immediate that there 
was no wearisome convalescence. The Lord’s touch 
sent a swift flash of health and vigor through the 
suffering form. She stepped at once from weakness 
to strength, from being an invalid requiring the serv- 
ice of others to the strong helper who could begin to 
succor others. It. is the physical counterpart of the 
miracle of a sudden conversion. We may note that 
Luke adds, with the physician’s attention to details, 
that she was in the grip of a great fever. Such fevers 
are frequently accompanied by dysentery which rap- 
idly proves fatal in many cases. 

Verse 32.—When the sun did set. Three of the 
evangelists are careful to note this. Punctilious re- 
gard for the Sabbath kept the people from undertaking 
even this work of mercy until the evening. 


Verse 34.—To speak, because they knew him. Bet- 
ter, “to say that they knew him.” Compare Luke 4: 41. 
A Lesson Outline 


1. The Master’s authority in word and deed. 

2. His sympathy 

(1) With the demoniac. 

(2) With his friends. 

(3) With the crowd. 

3. His celerity. Note the three 
which describe his actions. 

4. His adaptability 

(1) To the ignorant synagogue worship. 

(2) To the widely different individual needs. 


“straightways” 


Golden Topics 


“As he is, so are we in this world” (1 John 4:17). 

Christ moved swiftly from one opportunity to an- 
other. His course was unresting, unhasting, like that 
of a planet. He wasted no time. There was speed 
but no hurry. 


All opportunities came alike to him. Healing the 
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sick. Delivering the demon possessed. Preaching to 
critical scribes. 

Note the Lord’s exquisite tenderness. Conflict with 
the powers of evil did not make him hard. He came 
from the stir and excitement of a wondering syna- 
gogue to the upset of a shadowed home and the re- 
quirements of a sick room. He was as adequate to 
the one as to the other. 


The Practical Aim 
To get the pupils to be imitators of the Lord Jesus. 
Final Word 


At even when the sun was set, 
The sick, O Lord, around thee lay, 
Oh, in what divers pains they met; 
h, with what joy they went away! 
—Canon H. Twells, 
Tunsripce WELLS, ENG. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


Wat preparation had Jesus received before be- 
ginning his ministry? 

2. What evidence is there in Mark’s first chapter that 
this was not the beginning of Jesus’ active ministry, even 
though it is the beginning of Mark’s account of it? 


3. What characteristic word of Mark occurs repeatedly 
in this first chapter? 


4. What astonished the people in the synagogue at 
Capernaum 


5. What phases of the power of Jesus does Mark make 
plain in his first chapter? 


6. How do we know it is right to call upon the Great 
Physician to heal the sick today? 


7. Then why do we use medicine and surgery? 


8. Name instances of the thoroughness of Jesus, 
brought out in the brief text of this lesson. 


9. Why did Jesus not want the leper to tell of his 
healing 


10. Why did Jesus not return when the multitudes 
sought him 


11. Were the healings of Jesus delayed or instan- 
taneous ? 


12. What conditions did Jesus impose on those who 
came to him for healing? 


13. Why did Jesus heal? 


14. If an artist with brush and colors read Mark 1: 21- 
45, hy pictures might he paint, from Mark’s vivid word- 
strokes 


15. In what ways are these a young man’s pictures? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 








Tue PRINCIPLE OF GENERALIZATION.—Lead 
the pupil to detect the law indicated by individual 
cases. 











NE of the fallacies we deal with in logic is that of 

building a generalization upon too small a basis. 
It is only when we are sure that we have a typical 
case that we can be certain of a generalization we 
make upon it. As a rule, our generalization should 
be built upon a sufficient number of cases to make us 
sure that any others that may occur are not likely to 
necessitate a change in our generalization. Applying 
these suggestions to a study of Jesus and the sick, we 
may find ourselves justified in drawing certain con- 
clusions and in hesitating to draw others. 

It seems clear from the numerous instenees recorded 
that Jesus did concern himself with the bodily welfare 
of great numbers of those with whom he came in con- 
tact, to the extent of healing their diseases. It seems 
clear also that he did not first require them to become 
followers of himself, though not infrequently testing 
their belief that he was able to perform the healing. 
Nor was the healing long delayed: “He spake and it 
was done.” Taking the records as they stand, we 
cannot escape the conclusion that Jesus attributed 
many of the disorders he met to the influence of evil 
spirits and dealt with them from that standpoint. 
Most important for us, since it approaches what may 
be the most practical lesson to be derived from the 
miracle healings of Jesus, is the evident fact that 
Jesus did not regard his healing of the sick as the most 
important work he was-here to do.. When his héal- 
ings had drawn multitudes who wanted physical bless- 
ing he deliberately turned from them..that. he- might 
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preach elsewhere, “for therefore came I forth.” His 
command to those who were healed not to publish it 
abroad is evidence that he sought opportunities of an- 
other sort. It is important to determine, if possible, 
whether Jesus regarded his healing as a major or a 
minor work. Does John 20: 30, 31 have any bearing 
on it? : 
HuntTINGpON, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Great Cleanser.—A man with an unclean 
spirit; and he cried out (v. 23). When a man is 
possessed of an unclean spirit he can. never long hide 
the fact. It is a very expressive bit of slang to say, 
“His mouth gives him away.” When you. are in a 
company of young men, just keep quiet and listen to 
the conversation a little while and you will find out 
what sort of spirit possesses those who talk. Many a 
young man has lost his opportunity because he was 
the dwelling place of an unclean spirit. “Evil .com- 
munications corrupt good manners” is one way the 
great old Book puts it (1 Cor. 15:33). Here is 
another one, young fellow, “As he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). The Sunday-school 
teacher does no small service to the young fellow by 
creating good manners in him through the way of 
the clean heart. The right sort of manners is more 
than halfway to the top. Or, to bring the preachment 
up to date, good manners are the oil globules in the 
crank case and the greases in the transmission that 
insure fine running along life’s “Lincoln Highway” and 
over the grades of the “Alleghenys” and a safe arrival 
at “Pittsburgh.” Old Dutch Cleanser is well adver- 
tised, but a soiled man needs-something more than to 
have the dirt scrubbed off the outside, he needs to be 
made over, a new creation. The Great Cleanser does a 
thorough job for any who will come to him. He cleans 
from the inside out. A while ago a young man in 
Coatesville was being considered for an extra fine po- 
sition. Said an influential member of the board, “One 
thing about him, he is a clean young fellow, and that’s 
all I’ve got to say.’ The young man got the job. 


With the Rescue Workers.—With authority he 
commandeth even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
him (v. 27). I am at Ocean Grove attending a Con- 
vention of Rescue Workers. Have just been listening 
to redeemed men telling how the redemption was done. 
This verse explains the whole operation as reported 
by those who “were there when it happened,” as Mel 
Trotter used to say. One fellow who has now tes- 
tified says, “I have been saved just fourteen weeks.” 
Has been everything bad, “a doper, a gambler, a jail- 
bird, an associate of the lowest among men and wo- 
men.” He goes on, “A self-committed bum — know 
what that is? Well, that’s a fellow who goes to the 
police and asks to be locked up—nothing lower in 
humanity than that. Last time I was in jail was for 
driving an automobile when I was drunk, hitting a 
man and running away and leaving him. Why, folks, 
when Jesus found me in the Germantown Hospital 
through Brother McIntyre here, I lost seven-eighths 
of my vocabulary, and all I have left now is when I 
am trying to knock hell out of my old cronies — and 
that isn’t swearing!” This is the picture as painted 
by himself just now as I sit with pad and pencil on 
the back row reporting the occasion. Yet there he is 
on the platform, saved and in his right mind, a fine- 
looking man now, in his forties, and a living corrob- 
oration of this very text. Jesus had, through the old 
veteran of the Whosoever Mission, commanded ti : 
unclean spirit to come out of him, and I just hap- 
pened to drop in to get this splendid illustration for 
our text. See 2 Corinthians 5: 17. 


_The Don’t Want To.—He healed many that were 
sick... and cast out many demons (v. 34). Why 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


t. January 1.—John the Baptist and Jesus ..... Mark 1 : 1-13 
2. January 8—Jesus and the Sick Mark 1 : 21-45 
3. January 15.—Jesus and Sinners 
4. January 22.—Jesus and the Law (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
5. January 29.—The Growing Fame of Jesus 
Mark 3: 7-123 6: 53-56 
6. February 5.—Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed , 
Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 
7. February 12—Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God 
Mark 1:14, 153 4: 1-34 
8. February 19.—Two Miracles of Power. Mark 4: 35 to 5 : 20 
9. February 26—Other Mighty Works of Jesus. 


ee eereree 


Mark 5 : 22-43 
10. March 4.—Jesus and the Twelve 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2 : 13, 143 3 2 18-19; 6 : 7-13, 30 
11. March 11.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes 
Mark 6 : 31-44; 8 : 1-10 
12, March 18—Jesus Teaches Sincerity ........ Mark 7 : 1-23 
_.13..March 25.—Review: Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom of God: 





were “many” healed instead of all. who were sick-and 
possessed by demons? “If “Heaven is so concerned 
about having mien women ‘saved, why does not 
Heaven just order it and it will be done?” ‘That is 
one of the questions to go on the same shelf ‘with 
“Who was Cain’s wife?” Now there is just one‘rea- 
son why all were not healed and cleaned up. «They 
did not want to be (Matt. 23:37). We to have 
a blacksmith who would keep sober for a whole year 
or longer, save every cent he could rake and scrape 
together (he was unmarried), and then go on a big 
spree for Several weeks and “blow in” all his miserly 
hoarded savings. It would make old-Joe furiously 
mad when sofiie folks said his urge for the drink was 
a “disease.” “I get drunk fofmo other reason than 
just because I want to,” was his explanation of his 
habit. (Yes, he’s the same “old Joe” I led into the 
kingdom on his deathbed after one of his awful sprees, 
which I have told about.)}~ Most of us do things: we 
had. better not do because of that perverse trait in gur 
human nature that makes us “just want to.” It:comes 
from our enemy, Satan, and it is the manifestation of 
this same trait in one form-or another that prevents 
folks from being cured and cleansed by the. gracious 
ministry of Jesus. Christ—no less potent today than 
then (Heb. 13:8). The whole wide world could be 
healed of its ills by the same power, but the world 
does not want to be healed. The old world is like 
“old Joe,” it goes along a while saving up and then, 
because it wants to, goes on its regular war spree — 
say every fifty years or’so! And the old world could 
be healed and rid of its “demons” if it orily would. 
Horse races, elections, theater parties, gnd social func- 
tions mark the Lord’s Day in many countries. In 
Paris, Sunday is the biggest day for the great de- 
partment stores. The world is sick with sin and pos- 
sessed by hate, and doesn’t want to be healed. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


ve 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
iilustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
—~ desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Better than —The unclean spirit... came 
out of him (v. 26). An old negro who professed to 
be a Christian’ was once accosted by a white friend 
with the question, “So, Mose, you've got the mastery 
of the Devil at last?” “No, suh,” was the reply, “but 
I’s got de Master ob de Devil !”— Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Theory vs. Proof.—The report of him went out 
straightway everywhere (v. 28). Some thirty years 
ago a scientific gentleman wrote an article in a maga- 
zine about gold in Australia. In it he proved on sci- 
entific grounds, arguing from the flora and other data, 
that there must be gold in Australia. Many read the 
article and probably admitted the logic, but none were 
stirred thereby to go and seek that gold. Awhile 
later, two travel-stained, rough-looking men arrived 
in an Australian city. They knew no science, prob- 
ably had never heard the term “flora and fauna,” and 
had certainly not read that learned gentleman’s article. 
But they brought with them lumps of ore which they 
believed was gold, and which they had discovered by 
accident. It proved to be gold, and the news quickly 
spread. Immediately there was a great rush to that 
part of Australia from which they had: come to find 
more gold. What all the clever theorizing had failed 


“to do those men’s testimony and possession of the 


precious metal did immediately. So with Christianity. 
Mere exposition of its nature and benefits will not 
arouse men to desire it, but when they see some one 
in possession of Christ, when they hear testimony from 
those who have been forgiven, healed, and cleansed 
by him, they are likely to seek such an experience 
for themselves. Today I give you my personal testi- 
mony that Christianity is simple, safe, and satisfying. 
—From Dr. Griffith Thomas. Sent by Frances M. 
Boyce, Po:t Haney, B. C., Can. 


Drawing the Slums.—They brought unto him all 
that were sick (v. 32). When Marie Antoinette went 
to her bridal, all the sick and poor were kept out of her 
way, that no unpleasant sight might mar the occasion. 
When Jesus Christ moved toward his cross, the sick, 
the poor, the wretched, and the outcast of Syria’s peas- 
antry gathered into the streets and highways to get 
within reach of his great, warming, hospitable love 
and sympathy. Wherever he went he drew the slums 
afwe him—Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 

ng. 
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Lesson for January 8 
Mark 1 : 21-45 


The -Condition of Entrance.—They 
brought unto him ali that were sick (v. 
32). A woman, speaking enthusiastically 
of a certain bath establishment which was 
not open to the public but which received 
poe only when sent there by physicians, 
explained, “You've got to have something 
the matter with you to get in.” That is 

recisely the condition of entrance into the 
ealing and joy of life in Christ.—Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


The Grave in the Snow.—I will; be 
thou made clean (v. 41). Far away in the 
Arctic region is a solitary grave on the 
brow of a hill, covered with snow. There 
lies one of the crew of the “Alert,” the 
ship in which Sir George Nares explored 
the Arctic seas. A large.stone covers 
the dead, and on a copper tablet at the 
head the words are engraved: “Wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow.” 
How fitting were the words inscribed on 
that. grave amid the eternal snows! But 
the prayer is one for all to use; and who- 
ever offers it from the heart will receive 
the gracious answer, “I will; be thou 
made clean.”—From the Christian Her- 


ald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 


Bacup, Eng. . 


“Here’s Another.”—-He went out, and 


. began_to publish it much, and to spread 


abroad the matter (v. 45). The story is 
told of a little boy weeping bitterly in the 
street. A good woman, moved with com- 
passion, opened the door and called to 
him. He was in a pitiable condition, hav- 
ing fallen and dirtied himself. She took 
the little fellow indoors, washed him, 
cleaned and ironed his pinafore, and 
quickly sent him on his way rejoicing. 
Not long afterward there was a knock 
at the door, and there was the little boy 
holding another toddler. As he looked 
into the face of his benefactress, he ex- 
claimed: ‘“Here’s another boy with a 
dirty pinny!” When Jesus has healed 
you, tell others the story —Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Dumbness— Made and Cured.—He 
hath done all things well; he maketh 
even the deaf to hear, and the dumb to 


' speak (Golden Text). The evangelist, 


Dr. R. A. Torrey, tells this remarkable 
incident. Four young men were playing 
cards; after the game the talk drifted on 
to religion, and one of the four said: “I 
don’t believe there is a God and I won't 
believe there is a God until he proves it 
to me; but if he proves it to me by strik- 
ing me deaf and dumb, I will believe.” 
Suddenly, he threw up his hands, stag- 
gered, and fell to the floor, unconscious. 
When he came to himself, he tried to talk, 
his lips moved, but no sound came from 
them. The next day a minister came to 
see him, and he wgs converted. The 
physician who attended him said, “It 
would not be remarkable if he had been 
merely stricken speéchless under certain 
conditions of hysteria, but in such an 
event, there would have been physical 
conditions that he did not have.” It was 
evidently an act of God,—an act of 
mercy more+than an act of judgment, for 
he found Christ, and has since prepared 
for the ministry. His speech was re- 
stored to him the following July.—Sent 
by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


Something Sure to Happen.—He hath 
done ali things well; he maketh even the 
deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak 
(Golden Text). A blind orphan girl in 
Jerusalem was rescued from the Turks. 
They wished to take a photograph of 
her, and the photographer got her to pose 
holding a book in her hand. But when 
the photograph was printed it was found 
that she had spoiled it by moving her 
hand. The photographer remonstrated 
with the child, and then discovered the 
reason. She was holding a Braille New 
Testament, and she said to the photog- 
rapher, “My hand touched the name of 
Jesus, and I could not wait but had to 
see what happened.” She had a feeling 
that wherever Jesus was there something 
would surely happen. That is the teach- 
ing of our lesson. The deaf heard, the 
dumb spoke, and He hath done all things 
well_—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. E. Williamson, Egre- 
mont, Cumberland, Eng. Prize illustra- 
hon. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Thine Arm, O Lord, in Days of Old” 
“In Jesus.” 

“His Eye Is on the Sparrow.” 

“My Father’s Love.” 

“All to Christ I Owe.” 

“Trust the Saviour.” 

“The Lord’s My Shepherd.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The Angel of the Lord” (76: 1-3). 
Psalm 34 : 17-19. 
“When Troubles Overwhelm” (128: 1-3). ‘ 
Psalm 61 : 1-4 
“I Waited for the Lord” (93:1, 2). 
Psalm 40 : 1-3. 
“Great His Love” (206: 1-3). Psalm 103 : 1-5. 


uw 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou who didst heal the sick in thine earthly 
ministry, we pray thee that thou wilt still 
be very near to us by our beds of pain. 
May we not venture to care for the sick 
and the suffering without seeking thy power. 
If any of us here today are troubled by 
evil suggestions and thoughts that we would 
be ashamed ta express to others, may we put 
our case in thy loving, tender hand, and 
may we be freed from that which has trou- 
bled us. We pray today for the sick in body 
or soul among our number. Give them com- 
fort at this time. Grant that they may 
speedily recover. Protect and guide those 
who are watching with them and helping 
them in any way. We ask it in thy dear 
name. Amen. 


After \ the Lesson.—This wonderful 
Gospel of Mark, which we have begun to 
study, shows us our Lord Jesus at work 
among the people with whom his earthly 
life was spent. In this Gospel he is the 
servant-of others. As you study the Gos- 
pel, please note the many times that the 
word “straightway” occurs. It is a Gos- 
pel of action all through. In this les- 
son you have seen Jesus at work, first 
healing a man with an unclean spirit, then 
the mother of Simon Peter’s wife, who 
was sick with a fever, then a great com- 
pany of persons who had various diseases 
and who were possessed with devils. 
What a day that must have been for 
Jesus, and what a marvelous relief came 
to the poor suffering people whom he 
touched! He is the same Lord Jesus still. 
Are we sometimes forgetting him when 
illness is upon us, or when we are griev- 


ously troubled by temptation? Let us 
turn more readily to him for help in time 
of need, Let us pray. 





JESUS 
ESTORING ICK 
ELEASING THE Sinner 

TRUST HIM! 











For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


INCE we are to study the entire Gos- 

pel of Mark, it will be well to give 
the children a connected story of the life 
of our Lord. To do this, the teacher 
should read the Gospel. through fre- 
quently. Mark is the Gospel of deeds, 
and in it we shall see a lovely picture 
of the Son of God, going about “doing 
good.” 

Explain to the class that Jesus came 
because Satan had spoiled his world by 
bringing sin into it. Jesus came to de- 
stroy the works of the Devil. So the 
first work that the Saviour did after he 
was baptized and filled with the Holy 
Spirit was to have a contest with Satan. 
The contest lasted forty days, and Satan 
tried hard to make the Son of God sin, 
but he failed. And God was still well 
pleased with his beloved Son, and sent 
angels to minister unto him. Perhaps 
they brought him food. 

After this Jesus was ready to begin 
his work as Saviour of the world. He 
chose twelve men to go with him, that he 
might teach them to be his helpers. Then 
he began to preach to and teach the 
people. 

He and his disciples lived for a while 
in a city called Capernaum, on the beau- 
tiful Sea of Galilee. The first Sabbath 
after they went there, Jesus went into 
the synagogue, or Jewish church, and 
read the Scripture and explained it to 
the people. The people had never heard 
anyone teach as he did, and they were 
surprised. The Old Testament was his 
Father’s own book, and much of it was 
written about Jesus himself, so of course 
he knew it. 

There was in the synagogue that day 
a man with one of Satan’s wicked spirits 
in him. This spirit knew Jesus, and tried 
to talk with him. Jesus would not al- 





low this wicked spirit to talk, but com- 





I-2-28 





“With authority com- 
mandeth fe even the 


wnclean spirits, and 
they do obey Him.” 


Mark 1:27 
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manded him to leave the man at once, 
and he was obliged to obey. The peo- 
ple were surprised again. They had never 
seen anyone before who had greater 
power than Satan, and the news of his 
mighty works was soon spread abroad 
in Galilee. 

After the service in the synagogue, 
Jesus went to the home of Peter and 
Andrew, two of his disciples. Peter’s 
wife’s mother was sick with a fever, and 
the troubled family told Jesus about her. 
He took the sick woman by the hand, and 
lifted her up. The fever left her, and 
she arose and ministered unto them. Per- 
haps she brought her guests towels and 
cool water to bathe their dusty feet, and 
then served them dinner, 

The Sabbath Day ended at sunset, and 
then everybody in Capernaum, who had 
sick folks, brought them to Peter’s door, 
and, no matter how sick they were, Jesus 
laid -his hands on them and healed them. 
And he delivered many people from 
wicked spirits. 

After this day of doing good was 
over, Jesus rested and slept awhile, and 
then, while the stars were still shining, 
he went out to a quiet place in the coun- 
try and talked with his Father. ‘His dis- 
ciples followed him, and told him that all 
people were seeking for him. But Jesus 
told his disciples that he must go to other 
towns, too, for that was what he had 
come for. Then he started out on a 
great preaching trip through all the towns 
of Galilee. 

Sing “Jesus Loves Me.” 


CurnTon, S. C. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The thoroughness of Jesus. 

Discussion: Let each one of’ the fel- 
lows tell of his biggest disappointment. 
See how many absolutely sure things 
they can name. 

Objective: Going in partnership with 
Jesus. 











SAY: fellows, one of the first things 
Mark shows about Jesus is his thor- 
oughness. Whatever he did, he did fully, 
completely. More than that: he did it 
with a good margin over and above. 
Jesus himself said, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly” (John 10:10). He 
came to fulfill, and he filled full every 
empty heart and every empty life that 
was submitted to him. When he spoke 
in the synagogue at Capernaum that 
Sabbath morning, all men paused to lis- 
ten with amazement, for his words were 
so clear, so forceful, his authority so evi- 
dent. When he healed the man possessed 
of devils, the cure was complete. When 
he took Peter’s mother-in-law by the 
hand and lifted her from her sick bed, 
she was made so strong and well that 
she immediately went about her work 
and waited upon the company that was 
in the house. When he touched the leper, 
all. the ugly scabs fell off his skin and 
he ran about rejoicing and telling it. 
When he cured the dumb man (Mark 
7:35), the man “spake plain.” When 
he healed the man sick of the palsy (Luke 
5: 24-26), the man not only rose to his 
feet but he picked up his bed and carried 
it home rejoicing. 

Jesus never did anything in a cheap 
way. All that he said and did was way 
up on the high level of sufficiency — good 
measure pressed down and running over. 
No wonder those who saw him at his 
work exclaimed, “He hath done all things 
well!” (Mark 7:37.) Even his enemies 
had to acknowledge that. 

Now, fellows, what does this mean to 
us in this day when we are so often 
disappointed in our expectations of the 
world’s offerings; when we find so many 
short weights, shert measures, adultera- 
tions, and shoddy goods? When even our 
best friends must fail us for the lack 
of the power or ability to do for us what 
they would like to do? And when our 
own weakness distresses us more than all. 
Well, it means just this, that no matter 
how all else disappoints, Jesus satisfies. 





That’s the big thought for today and 






















































every day. No matter what he handles 
for you, he does it in the finest and most 
fully satisfying way. Are we not very 
foolish if we do not submit our every in- 
terest to him? Aren’t we cheating our- 
selves if we fail to have him share our 
experiences ? 

There he stands wanting to come in to 
us and throw the power and sweetness of 
his own abundant life into ours. Look 
at Revelation 3: 20, fellows, and visualize 
him at the door, knocking. What door? 
Why, every door! The door of our de- 
sires, our ambitions, our pains, our joys, 
our business, our social life, our school 
life—every door. Fellows, he will sit 
down beside you and help you work a 
problem in math! Just try him. I am 
telling you out of my own experience. Just 
to sense his presence clears our think- 
ing, calms our feverishness, and enables us 
to do our best. The knottiest, mos baffling 
“trial balance” I ever had in keeping books 
—one over which I had worked days and 
nights for a week until I was sick and 
nervous and worn out and unable to find 
a difference of ten cents—was solved 
by him. Almost in despair of finding it, 
I decided to ask him to help me. I went 
off alone and got on my knees, Then 
I came back to my desk, opened the led- 
ger, and put my finger on that mistake 
just where the book opened. Don’t you 
ever try to make me doubt that he did 
that — you will be wasting your time! 

If you want thoroughness — fullness — 
the kind that gives satisfaction, take Jesus 
into partnership. He never disappoints. 
He satisfies. 

Greenssoro, N, C, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





JESUS AND THE B3ICKH 


* MARK 1: 23,24, 


BA Eh TR. 


v2 

] ; 

a) = 

he An. 4 

7 

Ngamba, whe 4 
Vv. 30 





vs. 32433. m % 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES. 


- Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The gift of sympathy —like Jesus’. 
2. Power in service —like Jesus’, 





HEN Louise was just a girl, a new 

and very young minister came to the 
old church in which she had grown up 
and in which her family group still 
worshiped regularly. Now Louise’s gen- 
tle, frail little mother was very deaf, 
and, loving the old minister dearly from 
long and intimate association, felt that 
she could never find comfort in the min- 
istry of this young stranger to take the 
place of the beloved old pastoral relation. 
But Louise will never forget the day 
when the young man first came to her 


After friendly visiting, he asked for a 
Bible that he might read and pray with 
the family in the home, according to the 
custom of their faith. And, after the 
reading, during which he held the little 
deaf mother’s ear-tube close to his lips, 
he knelt so close to her chair that he 
still held the ear-tube near, while “he 
prayed—and when they all rose from 
their knees that mother’s sweet face was 
bathed in tears, but her blue eyes shone 
through the mist, as she looked up into 
the tall young man’s face and said, “That 
is the first prayer I have heard in ten 
years.” Do you think.that mother, worn 
and full of life’s problems, could love 
that young man, just beginning to find 
them out, enough? The friendship be- 
tween them was close and beautiful, be- 
cause this young man had found the gift 
of true sympathy, like his Master’s. 

As you think of this young man of the 
present-day ministry, do you not see that 
Young Man of Galilee, standing by the 
bed of Peter’s fever-worn mother-in-law? 
Why, think you, did they “straightway 
tell him of her” when he came in, a 
“chance” guest, to dinner on that Sab- 


bath Day? True, they had just wit- 
nessed his power over demons in the 
synagogue, but surely they who loved 


this mother felt that this young man 
would quickly love her, too, feel with 
her, and know just how to help her. 
Oh, if you can help your young girls to 
find this way of Jesus’ true sympathy, 
what a golden path of service will open 
before them!. For there is always, every- 
where, somebody needing just this touch 
of sympathy, and nothing ever returns 
such a harvest of joy to the receiver and 
love to the giver. 


2. Your girls will feel that, though 
sympathy like Jesus’ may be a gift they 
can hope to receive, surely his power 
was his alone—they can never share 
that. Perhaps they will never cast out 
demons, or cure fevers with a touch; but 
did not Jesus himself promise that greater 
things than he did his obedient followers 
should do? Wherein lay his real power? 
Was it not far beyond the physical mir- 
acles of his hands? It was not the new 
life of his body given to Lazarus when 
Christ brought him out of his grave, but 
the life that should never die that was 
the great gift of his power. And to his 
followers he has given to share in that 
power. Any one of your girls may be 
a channel of that glorious power unto 
life eternal, from him, to others. Does 
she covet it? Turn her to John 15:7. 


Home Study 

Make a list of your own finding, in 
writing, of the actual deeds of Jesus 
that. show this same touch of genuine 
sympathy —a full understanding on his 
part of the other’s inner self, proved by 
some outward act or word that brought 
comfort. (Note Mark 1: 40-45.) 

Decatur, Ga, 


r"} 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 1) 
1. Isaiah and Malachi. 
2. Upon the authority of Isaiah (Mark 
23a: John ‘1: 29). 
_3. Luke reveals the whole story- of John’s 
birth, naming, and preparation for his mis- 





sion, making clear that Zacharias must have 


home to make his first ministerial cali. 





revealed to his son what he knew and 
prophesied concerning him at his naming. 
Read Luke 1:16, 17 (with context) and 
then verses 67-80 in the same chapter, not- 
ing verse 80 especially. ° 

4. Luke tells much more of John’s life 
and work as herald. He alone tells the 
story of John’s birth and preparation for 
his great mission, as well as giving a full 
account of his preaching. This seems to be 
in line with Luke’s own declaration to 
write “in order” of “all things accurately 
from the first” which had to do with the 
history of Christ. He must have discov- 
ered these facts by personal inquiry. 


5. John the apostle, and the writer of 
the Gospel, was himself a disciple of John 
the Baptist, and through him became a dis- 
ciple and apostle of Christ. It -was exactly 
in line with his personal experience to write 
only of John the Baptist’s public ministry 
as a herald of the Christ. 

6. Mark’s account is the briefest of all, 
but, like most of his writing, is very vivid 
and to the point, a young man’s report of 
what naturally impressed him. 

7. They were blood relations, they both 
began their ministry with the same mes- 
sage, they were both put unjustly to death. 

8. John had to deny that he was the 
Messiah, and some of the people thought 
that Christ Jesus was John when the latter 
had ceased his ministry. 

9. He said that Jesus must increase while 
he himself must decrease, and also that Jesus 
instead of baptizing with water would bap- 
tize with the Holy Ghost. 

10. He indicated that their mafiner of 
life was very different. 

11. See Luke 7: 24-28. 

12. A sense of sin and true repentance is 
a prerequisite of an apprehension of the 
need of a Saviour and the mercy of God 
in Christ Jesus. 

13. Fearlessness and humility. 

14. The best answer is Jesus’ own, as 
Matthew gives it, in 3: 13-15. 

15. Some see here the Levitical order 
(Exod.. 29: 4-7) in which the high priest 
was first washed, then anointed. Perhaps 
another explanation is that it was because 
he came to take the sinner’s place: 

16: By saying, “Thou art my beloved 
Son, in- whom I am well pleased.” 

17. The use of Scripture authority, the 
practice of true humility with fearlessness, 
and the Pome a to investigate Jesus, as 
indicated in “Behold!” 








[ Letters from Readers 





To the Editor: Do let me thank you for 
the review of my book, “Every Tribe and 
Nation,” that I found in The Sunday School 
Times a few days ago. - I am so grateful 
for it and it means much to me to have 
the Times put the stamp of approval on it. 

You speak of “Pa’ana, Daughter of 
Prayer.” Perhaps it will interest you to 
know that a later word from this dear old 
soul tells how she has given up her pipe, 
which she has always used, use it was 
suggested to her that it was a bad example 
for a Christian to set to other Christians. 
And not long ago I received a pamphlet from 
Dr. Sam Higginbottom telling the later his- 
tory of Frances, the “leper soul winner” (p. 
80). She is still at her lovely work for God, 
though feeble and frail. These dear Chris- 
tians on-—the mission field are true Chris- 
tians, are they not? Thank God for them! 
—Belle M. Brain, Schenectady, N. Y. 


To the Editor: I appreciate deeply the 
systematic courtesy and personal interest of 
the Times in dealing with all its many 
correspondents. I believe this feature, ne- 
glected by some of our religious periodicals, 
is responsible for no inconsiderable part of 
your success—A New Hampshire pastor. 


To the Editor: I have been a subscriber 
of your paper for four years. Previous to 
that time I occasionally read it. But not 
till the falling away of Christian leaders from 
the faith and the creeping in of the subtle 
influence of Modernism did I see in The 
Sunday School Times a real and blessed 
help to one who knows the Lord and tries 
to follow him. ° 

In these days of great invention and 
worldly wisdom, when heads are full and 
hearts empty, and many of our leaders have 
nothing real for us, how refreshing it is to 
have a paper dealing on every page with 
the blessed salvation, based on the atoning 
sacrifice of a crucified but risen Saviour, 
and the glorious hope of a returning King, 
—the Lord Jesus. 

May God bless The Sunday School Times, 
and may its light continue to shine in an 
age when the powers of darkness seem to 
close in on God’s true Church.—A Connecti- 
cut reader, 
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Good News for Missionary 
Friends 


OR a number of -years, the Council 

of the Victorious Life Testimony has 
extended the special rate of $12 a week 
to those missionaries and Christian 
workers who desire to come to America’s 
Keswick for rest and spiritual refresh- 
ment. Now a ntimber of generous Chris- 
tian friends, through the creation of a 
Keswick Missionary Fund, have planned 
to make it possible for missionaries to 
come to Keswick, without expense, dur- 
ing the months of November, 1927, to 
March, 1928, inclusive. If you know of 
missionaries who wotild -be benefited by 


one or more weeks of rest in the charm-~ 


ing and healthful surroundings of Amer- 
ica’s Keswick, in the heart of the New 


Jersey pine belt, will you ‘send their. 
names and addresses to B. F. Culp,: 
Treasurer, The Victorious Life Testi-' 
mony, 80-83. Stafford Bldg., 1114 Chest-' 


nut Street, Philadelphia? 

Keswick, with its wealth of evergreens, 
is almost as beautiful in winter- as in 
summer. Each room in the Raws Me- 
morial Building is equipped with steam 
heat and electric light. From time to 
time throughout the winter, special mes- 
sages from Christian Bible teachers and 
speakers will be arranged, in addition to 
the regular devotional services. In all, 
there will be much to make the stay of 
eeoemer friends profitable and enjoy- 
able. = 

You may have a definite part in ex- 
tending the privileges of Keswick to an 
ever widening circle of missionaries, if 
you so desire. Will you pray that God 
may abundantly bless this plan for help- 
ing those who have forsaken all to fol- 
low him? If he should lead you to un- 
dertake the responsibility of providing for 
some missionary for one of more weeks, 
at $12 a week, your gifts may be sent 
to B. F. Culp at the above address. 
Please designate them for the Keswick 
Missionary Fund. 


w 
Calendar of Conferences 


Philadelphia, January 18-21, 1928.—Winter 
Conference, Second United Presbyterian 
Church, Race Street above Fifteenth. 

For information, address The Victori- 
ous Life Testimony, Rooms 80-83 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phil- 
adelphia. 








For the Sunday School Class 


The use of inexpensive pictures never 
was as great as today. Through the eye, 
attention and interest are created. Send 
for our list of Biblical subjects, which 
is the largest and most complete pub- 
lished. Try them and see results. 

60 pictures in portfolio illustrating the 
Uniform Lessons of 1928—90 cents. 
Send for Illustrated Catalog of Over 
800 Subjects 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
131 Clarendon Street BOSTON 














BRONZE 1isit1s 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9). 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 
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Lesson for January 8 
Mark 1 : ar-45 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
_ By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 15. What Difference Does Reading 
the Bible Make? Psa, 1: 1-6; 2 Tim. 3: 
14-17. 

January 22. What Difference Does It Make 
What We Do on Sunday? Mark 2: 23-28; 
3.: 1-6. 

January 29. How Our Church Does Its Work. 
Eph. 4: 7-16. (Denominational Day. Be- 
ginning Christian Endeavor Week.) 

February 5. What Are the Values of Chris- 

* tiaw’ Endeavor? Rom. 12: 3-11. (Chris- 
tian Endeaver Day. Consecration meet- 
ing.) 





Sunday, January 8 


What Prayer Can Accomplish 
(Mark 11 : 20-26) 





-Mon.—Prayer gives courage (Dan. 6: 
10). 
Tues.—Prayer heals the sick (Jas. 5: 


13-15). 
Wed.—Helps others (1 Tim. 2: 1-4). 
Thurs.—Prayer opens opportunities (Matt. 


737). j 
Fri.—Prayer fills us with the Spirit (Acts 
4 3 23-31). 
Sat.—Prayer keeps us humble (Luke 18: 
: 11-14). 








mn 


What value do you think Jesus found in 





prayer? 


_What did the apostles get out of prayer? 


We kneel, how weak; we rise, how full of 
power ! 

Why, wherefore, should we do ourselves 
this wrong, 

Or others — that we are not always strong ; 
. That we are ever overborne with care; 
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 

Anxious or troubled, when with us is 


prayer, 
And joy, and strength, and courage are 
with Thee! 
—Trench. 


6SEIDRAYER,” said Martin Luther, “is 
a powerful thing ; for God has bound 

and tied himself thereunto.” 
“What can prayer accomplish? Rather, 
what cannot prayer accomplish? It sets 


‘into motion the very wheels of Heaven. 


It unlocks the limitless resources of the 
Creator of the universe with the key, “For 
Christ’s sake.” It brings to nought the 
plans and work of the Evil One. It can 
control the very forces of nature. 
Courtland Meyers. has said, “God’s 
greatest agency for winning men back to 
himself is the prayers of other men. How 
few ever enter into the positive, practical 
power of prayer! It is the mightiest 
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force in the universe, and the Christian 
world is blind to this fact.” 


we 

That the Lord Jesus spent so much 
time in prayer, and had so much to say 
to his disciples about prayer gives us an 
insight as to the value he placed upon it. 
It will be an interesting study to go 
through the four Gospels and notice how 
many times before an especially important 
event it is recorded that the Lord Jesus 
had gone off from his disciples alone to 
pray. 

Especially should we notice the great 
prayer of the Lord Jesus in John 17, that 
marvelous intercessory prayer for the 
safety and unity of his disciples, for all 
that should believe on him through their 
word, and for the spreading of the Gos- 
pel. We have but to read the history of 
Christian missions to realize how wonder- 
fully that prayer has been fulfilled, de- 
spite man’s slowness of heart and disobe- 
dience. It should give us new courage to 
realize that this same all powerful Inter- 
cessor ever lives to make intercession 
for us (Heb. 7:25). 

It will add interest to your young peo- 
ple’s meeting to assign to different mem- 
bers Scripture portions telling some of 
the things prayer has done. The follow- 
ing are suggestive: Genesis 18: 23-33; 
Exodus 32: 11-14; Numbers 12: II-15; 
14: 13-20; Joshua 7:7-15; Judges 6: 36- 
40; 16: 28-30; 1 Kings 18: 37-39; 2 Kings 
4: 32-35; 19: 14-20; 20:2-6; Daniel 2: 
17-23; Acts 10: 1-6; 12: 5-17; 16: 25-34. 

But prayer is not merely objective. It 
has a definite effect upon our inner life 
as well. In true prayer we come into the 
very presence of God, and we never can 
come into his presence and come away 
unchanged. It is his opportunity to speak 
to us, to show us his will, to reveal to us 
those things in our lives that are dis- 
pleasing to him, to give us new strength. 

But let us give to him all the glory. 
Let us not forget that prayer itself is 
not omnipotent, but that it is God operat- 
ing omnipotently through impotent man in 
answer to prayer. “If ye ask... I will 
do.” 

Let us see to it that the words of James 
may not be true of us, “Ye have not, be- 
cause ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss” (Jas. 4:2, 3). Let 
us look to him to teach us the true priv- 
ilege and power of prayer, and how we 
may ask according to his will and pray 
daily for those things that are near and 
dear to his heart. 


Do I value prayer enough to make any 
sacrifice of time for it? 


Does prayer make a difference in my life? 
Is my prayer-life changing any other life? 
PHILADELPHIA. 





CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MAN, thor- 
oughly experienced in finance and 
general management, and in building 
construction, and with a degree of Bach- 
elor of Science from a leading university, 
feels clearly led to turn aside from secu- 
lar business life to undertake a distinc- 
tively Christian service. He is in his for- 
ties, accustomed to hard, continuous 
work, prompt action, and large responsi- 
bilities, and is a Fundamentalist in belief 
and affiliations. He would be glad to 
come into touch with the responsible 
heads of any institution or movement 
where his experience could be most fully 
applied in the Lord’s work. Any who 
may be led to make inquiry about him 
should address E. M. G., care of The 
Sunday School Times, 323 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
rae ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 





Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.’”” Sasmfle copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


PREPARE FOR PROMOTION 


in Gospel Work, at home. Courses leading to grad- 
uation. Best books. Announcements. Write The Chan- 
cellor, Pikes Peak -Bible Seminary, Manitou, Colo. 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw-the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





Gye Smday School Cimes 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50-each, per year. 

_In recognition of. the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than tne postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















Does That 
New Teacher Take 


The Sunday School Times? 


—that teacher who has just taken 
a class in your Sunday-school ? 


It is an important and gracious 
part of your welcome to the new 
member of the teaching staff to 
introduce yourself to the new- 
comer, and to introduce also a 
partner of yours in the work,— 
The Sunday School Times! 


Will you do both 2 


And when introducing yourself, 
just tell about the club of Times 
subscribers in the school, introduce 
the new teacher to the Club Secre- 
tary, and thus add one more to 
the number of those who have the 
help that the Times is giving 
every week. 


The Club Secretary will be glad 
to have you do this. 


Take a look around! 
Any new workers in sight ? 


Make them at home in The Sun- 
day School Times family as soon 
as you cam! 


Every Club Secretary is authorized 
to present, with our compliments, a 
beautiful calendar for 1928, to each 
member of the club who brings a new 
subscriber into the club. The calendar 
is illustrated in colors. It is called The 
Scripture Text Calendar, and contains 
Title, Golden Text, and Daily Home 
Readings for each lesson in the Inter- 
national Improved Uniform Series. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















A Letter from Bob Jones 
Dear Friend: 


Did you forget to send your Christmas gift hg 
the Bob Jones College, College Point (P. 
Lynn Haven, Fla.) ? ou don’t’ want to Shs! 
this. ——— the Bob Jones College stands 
for the Bible (from cover to cover) for the 
es Religion. r Cui 
e are using every our mas 

offering to build a new on f ee to take 
care of one hundred and A more boys when we 
open next September. girls’ dormitory is 
large enough for our present ok OUR BOYS 
ARE CROWDED. 

If every reader of The Sunday School Times 
will some ae gift, we will have 


—- dormitory. 
N W REMEMBER a are not 
how m are to WE Vv 
THE AMOUNT ENTIRELY WITH YOU. 
YOU KNOW YOU CAN MAKE A GIFT 
OF SOME SIZE. THE AMOUNT YOU 
CAN SETTLE, BUT SEND SOME- 
THING, PLEASE! 

Bos JONES. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
Christ’s Journeys in Chart Form 


with Outline Harmony of the Gospels, ledger paper 

%xr1g in.), folded to pocket size, durable covers, 

1%2 net. Avaluable help on International S. S. 

to June, 1928. Also for Paul's 

Journeys and Ministry (Suly=Dec., 1928) same 
size and price. 


ag Leachers and pupils alike should be supplied. 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
812 No. La Salle Street, Chicago 




















Lessons, January 




















Be a help to your Church. 
Play the Piano or Organ. 


Send for free, some ue. bepgen. 
The L. D. URSB 
Dept. S.1, Pate Villase, Conn. 








PEACE OF MIND 


CONCERNING YOUR 
INVESTMENTS 


No satisfaction can surpass that of 
knowing that your invested funds 
while bringing in regular and assure 
returns at a definite interest rate, 
are, at the same time assisting to 
further an enterprise in which you 
can have a genuine heart interest. 


Annuity Agreements 


of the Bible Institute of Los An 

are backed by the resources o = 
established institution whose activi- 
ties are directed by a conservative 
and experienced Board of Directors. 
With their oversight you can 
assured t your principal is safe,— 
that your erest return will reg- 
ular and at a definite rate,—that 
the enterprise is worthy of your 
fullest endorse- 

ment, 
















Life Annuity Rates 


Ask jor 
Booklet AA 


Bible Institute 
Of Los Angeles 


540 So. Hope Sz. 
Los Anbeles, 
California 

) 











For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. | 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are — * Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly rempent to personal 
cme fey cen beg SS ee 


One Hundred Years of Continuous 
Prayer 


bh God was visiting the Mora- 
vians in the early days, they organ- 
ized at Herrnhut two praying ds, one 
of men and the other of women, each 
with twenty-four members. These bands 
set apart one man and one woman to 
pray every hour of the day, so that the 
men in their place, and the women in 
theirs, were praying continuously dur- 
ing the twenty-four hours. This double 
prayer, unbroken through every day, was 
maintained for one hundred years. Dur- 
ing this period there emerged the Mora- 
vian mission movement in which the mis- 
sionary church grew three times as large 
as the home church. The Moravians 
were used to give new light on essential 
Bible truths through John. and Charles 
Wesley, preparing them for the revival 
movement that swept England and 
reached into America. What encourage- 
ment this should be to us today to keep 
praying for revival in the Body of Christ. 


January 2 to 8 
Mon.—Mark 1: 21-34. Jesus and the Sick. 
The authority of our Lord is twice 
mentioned in this passage. -With author- 
ity he taught (y. 22), and with authority 
he cast out evil spirits (v. 27). With 
authority he healed, with authority he 
silenced winds and waves. All author- 
ity is still committed unto him, and he is 
with us all the days (Matt. 28: 18, 20). 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Moravian missions among the various 
neglected and difficult races with which 
they work. Pray that the serious finan- 
cial position in which Moravian missions 
now find themselves may be solved, that 
they may be revived at home, and en- 
abled not only to maintain their present 
work, but to enlarge and extend it. Pray 
for the Rev. Edgar Swainson, Secretary, 
a New Court Lincoln’s Inn, W.C. 2, Lon- 
on. 


Tues.—Mark 1 : 35-39. 
Seeking Jesus for Healing. 
We quote Paul as being the great mis- 
sionary exemplar for preaching and pass- 
ing on to other regions. Is not this also 
the plan of our Lord, the greatest mis- 
sionary of all? Even though thousands 
were seeking him for salvation and heal- 
ing, after a day of healing in one village, 
he felt that he must go on to the next 
place. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a wide 
distribution and reading of the new book, 
“Through Jade Gate and Central Asia,” 
giving an account of a journey under- 
takew by three women through Kansu, 
Turkestan, and the Gobi Desert several 
years ago (Constable and Co., Lid., Lon- 
don), that it may indeed be like the 
hatchet of trail blasers, preparing a path 
for quick missionary effort; pray for the 
work -of the China Inland Mission, where 
these three women received their mis- 
sionary training. 

Wed.—Mark 1 : 40-45. 
A Leper’s Prayer Answered. 

This leper had never before approached 
a man without crying “Unclean, un- 
clean!” But the authority in the teach- 
ing of Jesus had gripped him. How his 
heart must have thrilled when Jesus 
touched him, even before saying he would 
heal him. Leprosy was loathesome, 
spreading, incurable —a type of sin. The 
Lord lays no injunction on us such as he 

















laid on that leper, but commands us to 
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go and spread the fact of his salvation 
abroad. If we have really been healed, 
we will desire to do nothing less. 

Prayer: Succestions: Pray for the 
Spanish Gospel Mission, of which Mr. 
E. N. Thompson is Honorable Secretar 
and Treasurer, 83 Maple Road, Horfield, 
Bristol, Eng. Pray for “all Christian 
workers in this western Mediterranean 
country which Paul probably evangelized 
in the first century, that it may be vis- 
ited by true revival. in this twentieth 
century. 


Thurs.—John 4: 46-54. 
Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son. 

This is one of the most interesting 
studies of the way our Lord developed 
faith on the part of those who petitioned 
him for help. Consider how the noble- 
man’s answer in verse 49, and his act 
in verse 50 show the increase of his faith. 
The story is similar to that of the heal- 
ing of the son of the centurion, to whom 
the Lord said, “I have not found so great 
faith, no, not in Israel.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Scriptures provided by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society (146 Queen Vic- 
toria Street, London, E.C.4) may be read 
and obeyed; pray for sailors in *he Navy, 
the Mercantile Marine, and the deep sea 
fishing fleets; pray for the colporteurs 
employed by the Society in some of the 
great seaports of the- world; pray for all 
scamen’s bethels, and for all who are 
working among those who go down to 
the sea in ships. 


Fri.—Matthew 9: 1-8. A Palsied Man Cured. 


The object of the friends of this palsied 
man was to get him into the presence 
of Christ at any cost. That is the secret 
of all successful soul winning. In his 
inspiring book, “Children of the Second 
Birth” (Fleming H. Revetl Co., New 
York), Mr. Shoemaker describes “the 
reformation ofa reformer,” and tells how 
a brilliant social worker found Christ 
by being introduced into a group of soul 
winners who knew him, Is this your 
method ‘in soul winning? 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for all 
evangelizing prayer groups, that they may 
get beyond the emptiness of merely ask- 
ing people to join church, and learn how 
to get them into the presence of the quick= 
ening Holy Spirit. 

Sat.—Luke 4: 16-24. The Gospel of Health. 


“As the maladies under which human- 
ity groans are here set forth under the 
names of poverty, broken-heartedness, 
bondage, blindness, bruisedness (or crush- 
edness), so, as the glorious Healer of 
all these maladies, Christ announces him- 
self” (Jamieson, Fausset and Brown). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Russian Evangelization Society, and the 
American European Fellowship of Chris- 
tian Oneness and Evangelization; for the 
continued distribution of the W ord of 
God in Russia and to Russian refugees 
in’ many lands—Bulgaria, Poland, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Latvia, Esthonia, Fin- 
land, Lapland, Austria, and Roumania; 
for the Bible Schools in these countries; 
for the executive offices at 704 Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia. 


Sun.—Psalm 103:1-8. Jehovah Heals, 


“Dare we assert that the only reason 
godly souls are not healed of their dis- 
eases is because they do not have faith 
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in God? Such an inference is unreasonable - 
to those who know the saintliness of many | 
such lives. In the eleventh chapter of 
Hebrews we have a striking lesson ... 


There we are told of some who. . . re- 


GATHONAL LIOR 
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ceived mighty deliverance at the hands = 
of God. But we are also told that: ‘others ~ <_< 
were tortured, . . . afflicted, tormented.’ aes 
What was the difference in these two Ian 
classes? Were those who escaped _de- =e * 
livered because they had faith in eo eee 
while the others were not deliver 


through lack of faith?. Surely not. For 
we are distinctly told that they “all ob- 
tained a good report: through faith?” 
—James H. McConkey. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all of 
God’s dear children who are suffering 
through sickness, for those within our 
own acquaintance, and for those not 
known to us; pray that God may heal and 
fully ne to health and rene) ? it is 

is wi 
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SELL’S LATEST—STUDIES OF 


Great Bible Cities 


By HENRY T. SELL 
SELL’S BIBLE STUDY BOOKS—350,000 Sold 


1. Supplementary Bible Studies 7. B. S. in the Xtian Life 
2. Bible Studies by Books 8. B.S.in the Early Charch 
3. Bible Studies by Periods 9. B.S, in Vital Questions 
4. Bible Studies by Doctrines 10. B.S. in the Four Gospels 
5. B. S. in the Life of Christ 11. Great Bible Characters 
6. B. S. in the Life of St. Paul 12. Famous Bible Women 
Send for circular. Each, cloth, 75¢.; paper, 50¢. 


FLEMING Hl. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave., N.Y. ; 851 Cass St, Chicago” 


EASTER in JERUSALEM 


With our Chav Travel Club 
Sailing February 21—S.S. ** Mauretania” 


Pleasure and Study Tours to Europe 
WORLD ACQUAINTANCE TOURS 
51 W. 49th St., Box R, New York, N. Y. 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
unnecessary... Details FREE. 











PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 








YES. 1 HAVE 


‘92>. DOLLAR 
AS ($1.00) 


Fourteen most 


designed e 


are: 
ers,’ 







sent upon application. 























MAIL FOR YOU! It is one of 
those popular 


Bible Correspondence Courses 


from the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 


lly for boys and girls 
most refres ing to mature believers. 
ew Testament Arithmetic Problems,” “Bible Search- 
“Striking Things About the Bible,” 
ae —., 
sons corrected and certificate issued for satisfactory work. 


Eight other more advanced courses of study issued by correspondence. Prospectus 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


540 S. Hope Street Bible Institute Of LOS ANQGlES Los Angetes, Calif. 


fascinati: and unique Bible 
=| A al 


studies, . 
so be found 
of the chapters 


“Some Old and New 


me Teasers for Bible Students.” 




















